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Week 18 – David: This week we continue to follow King David. We will see that, far from being a 
perfect and angelic king, David was sinful just like we are and had family problems just like we do. 
(Maybe worse, unless your kids have tried to kill you and take everything you have.) But despite 
David’s sin God remained faithful to his plan to bless the world through Abraham’s descendant David 
and to create an everlasting kingdom through him.  

In our first reading this week, God promises David that David will not build a house for Him 
but that God will build an everlasting house or kingdom, for David. The house God is speaking about 
isn’t a house of brick and mortar but a house that finds its final fulfillment in Christ and a house that, 
through Christ, gives people their ultimate rest.  

Unfortunately, after his wonderful beginning things get dicer and dicer as David is not content 
with what he has and allows family crimes to go unpunished. 
 
 January 9, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 7:1-17 & 9:1-13 – God makes a covenant with David 
 
 January 10, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 11:1-27 – David and Bathsheba 
 
 January 11, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 12:1-23 – Nathan calls David out 
 
 January 12, 2017 – Today’s text is a hard one for us to read. It shows us that since the fall into 

sin we have not moved into a more enlightened and loving state but instead have fallen further 
away from God. To be honest this text was almost left out of the readings, but it was kept in 
because, without it, Absalom’s rebellion seems to come out of nowhere. If you are reading with 
little ones I recommend you read or listen to this text before they do so you can make an 
informed decision about including them in this text or not. 
 
2nd Samuel 13:1-34a – Tamar, Amnon, and Absalom  

 
 January 13, 2017 – 2nd Samuel – 14:1-33 – Absalom returns and rebels 
 
 January 14, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 15:1-23 – David retreats 
 
 January 15, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 15:24-16:14 – David puts his life in God’s hands 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  
 

 January 9 Reading -  Episode 069: Who Build Your House? 
 January 10 Reading – Episode 070: When It Just Keeps Getting Worse 
 January 12 Reading – Episode 071: Skeletons in the Family Closet 

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 19 – David and Solomon:  Being a king and an integral part of God’s plan of salvation did not 
stop David from experiencing betrayal and heartbreak. On the contrary, it seems to have made him a 
target for both. In the end, God brings David to the other side of Absalom’s rebellion and continues his 
house through Solomon. 
 
 January 16, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 17:1-29 - “Now, who are my friends?” 

 
 January 17, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 18:1-33 – Absalom dies and David mourns Absalom 

 
 January 18, 2017 – 2nd Samuel 19:1-30 – David returns home and pardons his enemies 

 
 January 19, 2017 – 1st Kings 1:1-27 – Palace intrigue 

 
 January 20, 2017 – 1st Kings 1:28-53 – Solomon is anointed as the new king of Israel 

 
 January 21, 2017 – 1st Kings 2:1-35 – Solomon consolidates control  

 
 January 22, 2017 – 1st Kings 2:36-46 – Curses come back home 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  
 

 January 19 Reading -  Episode 072: David’s Dying Wish 
 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 20 – The Kingdom Divided:  We often hear of the wisdom of Solomon but we rarely hear 
about his stupidity. For all his wisdom in ruling and governing, he forgot the most basic rule of the 
covenant that God had made with Israel and her leaders. “You shall have no other God’s before me.” 
 Solomon not only breaks this commandment, but he breaks it on an epic scale. He begins by 
being a king who is solely focused on the one true God and constructs a magnificent temple to Him. 
Then he becomes a king who is distracted by power, money and his wives. His idolatry goes so far that 
he even builds places of worship to the gods of his wives in Jerusalem. Solomon’s actions will 
eventually encourage idol worship in Israel and tear a large portion of the nation from David’s 
descendants.  
 These accounts give us an important insight into the difference between Godly and worldly 
wisdom. Solomon would have been wiser if he had not been so worldly smart. We are reminded that it 
is better to remain in the Lord than to be brilliant in the eyes of the world. In truth, those who focus on 
false gods will find that the things of this world mean nothing in the end.  

This week we also see an all too regular reminder as to why we need Christ. Solomon was 
considered to be one of the smartest, if not the smartest king who ever lived. However, his intelligence 
didn’t stop him from falling into greed, temptation and idolatry. Jesus however, the promised Savior 
who came to take our place, succeeded where Solomon and we have failed.  When Christ was tempted 
with the things that Solomon and we have failed to resist, he succeeded and kept His heavenly Father 
first. He was unblemished by sin and that is why he was able to become our Passover lamb, our 
scapegoat and our sin offering.  
 
 January 23, 2017 – 1st Kings 3:1-28 – Solomon asks for wisdom and then demonstrates it 

 
 January 24, 2017 – 1st Kings 5:1-8 & 6:11-28 – Solomon builds the house of the Lord 

 
 January 25, 2017 – 1st Kings 8:1-11 & 22-30 – The temple is dedicated. 

 
 January 26, 2017 – 1st Kings 9:1-9 & 10:1-13 – The Lord warns Solomon and the Queen of 

Sheba arrives 
 
 January 27, 2017 – 1st Kings 11:1-25 – Solomon is unfaithful 

 
 January 28, 2017 – 1st Kings 11:26-43 – Solomon’s unfaithfulness has consequences. 

 
 January 29, 2017 – 1st Kings 12:1-33 – The Kingdom is divided and Jeroboam leads Israel 

away from God. 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  
 

 January 23 Reading -  Episode 073: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly (Part 1) 
 January 27 Reading – Episode 074: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly (Part 2) 
 January 29 Reading – Episode 075: Not The First Impression… 
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Week 21 – Israel: Elijah and Ahab:   Last week we ended with the kingdom of Israel being split into 
two separate kingdoms. The first kingdom was composed of 10 of the tribes of Israel and kept the 
name Israel. The second kingdom became known as Judah and contained the city of Jerusalem. Judah 
was made up of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and a majority of the tribe of Levi.  
 The history of these two kingdoms and God’s continued work in them is recorded in the books 
of 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, and numerous prophetic books. This has caused quite a bit 
of confusion for Biblical readers over the years because the accounts jump back and forth between the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah and many of the same events are recorded in both Kings and Chronicles.  
 To alleviate some of this confusion, the readings over the next few weeks will focus on one of 
the kingdoms at a time, beginning with the kingdom of Israel. After that we will focus on the kingdom 
of Judah and the events that took place within her borders. Most of the time we will be reading from 
the books of 1st and 2nd Kings but we will jump over to Chronicles if Chronicles gives us more 
information or offers specific information that is important to understand God’s plan. We will also be 
making excursions into the books of Jonah and Jeremiah for the insights they will give us into God’s 
work within the two kingdoms. 
 An important thing to remember during the coming weeks is how God never stops moving His 
plan forward and never abandons His people. They regularly abandon Him but He never deserts them. 
He may allow them to face the earthly and eternal consequences of their actions but that is by their 
choice and not His. His desire was always that they would return to him and be forgiven.   
 
 January 30, 2017 – 1st Kings 13:1-34 – God sends a prophet to bring Israel back.  
 
 January 31, 2017 – 1st Kings 14:1-20 - Jeroboam’s house brought down 
 
 February 1, 2017 – 1st Kings 16:21-28 – A new northern capital founded on pagan gods. 
 
 February 2, 2017 – 1st Kings 16:29 – 17:16 – The Prophet Elijah 
 
 February 3, 2017 – 1st Kings 17:17-24 – The Lord raises the Widows son. 
 
 February 4, 2017 – 1st Kings 18:1-19 – Elijah confronts Ahab 
 
 February 5, 2017 – 1st Kings 18:20-46 –  “Maybe your God can’t hear you because he is on 

the toilet!” Best taunt EVER! 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  
 

 January 30 Reading -  Episode 076: Being Bigger and Richer isn’t Always Better 
 February 4 Reading – Episode 077: Let’s Get Ready To Rumble! 

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 22 – Israel: Elijah and Ahab:  All Christians have had days when they have felt that God is 
ignoring them or even worse that He is against them. In this week’s readings we see that we are not 
alone in feeling that way. Even the prophet Elijah felt alone and deserted at times. It got so bad for him 
that at one point be basically cries out to God, “Just kill me why don’t ya!”  
 But it was especially at the times when Elijah didn’t feel he could go on any longer that God 
lifted him up. God’s methods weren’t always as flashy as the fire which came from heaven during the 
battle with the priests of Baal, but they were just as effective. God’s encouragement and strength came 
to Elijah in the form of bread and water. They came to him in the form of a still, quiet voice. They 
came in the knowledge that he wasn’t alone. None of the ways that God used to lift Elijah up were 
showy but each one of them were precisely what the prophet needed at the time and God encourages 
and strengthens each of us as well. Like Elijah we just need to be looking, listening and most 
importantly…reading. 
 
 February 6, 2017 – 1st Kings 19:1-21 – Elijah calls Elisha to follow him 
 
 February 7, 2017 – 1st Kings  21:1-16 – Naboth’s Vineyard 
 
 February 8, 2017 – 1st Kings 21:17-29 – Ahab repents 
 
 February 9, 2017 – 1st Kings 22:1-4 & 29-40 – Ahab dies 
 
 February 10, 2017 – 1st Kings 22:51-53 & 2nd Kings 1:1-18 – Elijah condemns Ahaziah 
 
 February 11, 2017 – 2nd Kings 2:1-25 – Elijah taken to heaven 
 
 February 12, 2017 – 2nd Kings 4:1-17 – Elisha, the Widow and the Shunammite woman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 February 6 Reading - Episode 078: You’re Going Where? 
 February  11 Reading – Episode 079:God’s New Starter  

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 23 – Israel: The House of Ahab falls:  As human beings we want to be in control of 
everything. We want to trust in our own knowledge and our own understanding instead of trusting in 
God and His plan for us and our salvation. This week we will read about a number of people who 
trusted in God even when their head, and their fear, told them to do otherwise. The Shunammite 
woman trusted in God even when her anger and her grief told her not to. Naaman trusted in God even 
though God’s cure for his leprosy seemed insane, and Elisha trusted in God even though he was 
surrounded by the army of Aram. 
 God shows over and over again that He is in control and that He will move his plan of salvation 
forward despite the evil of this world. He wants us to have faith that He will guide us through any 
problem, no matter how insurmountable they might seem. 
 
 February 13, 2017 – 2nd Kings 4:18-44 – God raises the Shunammite woman’s son 
 
 February 14, 2017 – 2nd Kings 5:1-14 – Naaman seeks a cure 
 
 February 15, 2017 – 2nd Kings 6:8-23 – The God of angel armies 
 
 February 16, 2017 – 2nd Kings 9:1-13 – Jehu is anointed as king of Israel 
 
 February 17, 2017 – 2nd Kings 9:14-37 – The house of Ahab falls 
 
 February 18, 2017 – 2nd Kings 10:18-35 – Jehu reigns over Israel 
 
 February 19, 2017 – 2nd Kings 13:1-25 – Elisha dies and Jehoash is victorious 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 February 14 Reading -  Episode 080: Missionary Slave 
 February  15 Reading – Episode 081: Didn’t See That Coming  

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 24– Israel: The book of Jonah and Israel is exiled: This week we will jump out of the book of 
Kings and into the book of Jonah. Jonah was a prophet of Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II, so we 
will take a look at the book named after him right after he is mentioned in 2nd Kings chapter 14. 
 The reader would be mistaken if they thought the main purpose of the book of Jonah was to tell 
us about Jonah or about a big fish. Yes, Jonah is the most talked about person in the account, and there 
is a big fish, but the story is really not about them. The whole book is designed to explain that God’s 
plan of salvation is for all people, even the evil people of Nineveh. A fact that ticks Jonah off so much 
that the end of the book becomes an important warning to all people about the dangers of holding 
grudges, refusing to forgive others and having an exclusive country club mentality. 
 Finally, this week ends with God’s patience finally running out with Israel. He allows them to 
face the consequences of their having repeatedly turned away from him. It is not what God wants, but 
eventually He gives them what they want: freedom from Him. 
 
 February 20, 2017 – 2nd Kings 14:25-29 – Jeroboam II reigns and Jonah prophecies 
 
 February 21, 2017 – Jonah 1:1-17- The Lord calls and Jonah flees 
 
 February 22, 2017 – Jonah 2:1-10 – Jonah learns you can’t run from God 
 
 February 23, 2017 – Jonah 3:1-10 – God’s word turns Nineveh 
 
 February 24, 2017 – Jonah 4:1-11 – God forgives and Jonah acts like a two year old 
 
 February 25, 2017 – 2nd Kings 15:8-14, 17-20, 23-30 – Israel is unfaithful and God is patient. 
 
 February 26, 2017 – 2nd Kings 17:1-24 – God’s patience runs out and Israel is sent into exile 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 February 20 Reading -  Episode 082: World’s Worst Prophet 
 February 26 Reading – Episode 085: Three Strikes, You’re Out! 

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 25– Judah:  Now that the kingdom of Israel has been taken off to exile in Assyria, we will turn 
to the Kingdom of Judah. Let’s recap what brought us to this point: Rehoboam, King Solomon’s son, 
became king over the complete nation of Israel which had been ruled by David and his father, 
Solomon. Soon after he ascended to the throne, Rehoboam was asked by the people to reduce their 
taxes and the mandatory labor that they had been forced to do under his father. Unfortunately, instead 
of listening to his wise advisors who encouraged him to win the people’s love by lightening their 
burden, Rehoboam followed the counsel of his inexperienced advisors who told him that he needed to 
make a show of strength by increasing the people’s taxes and mandatory labor. This went over like 
tofu at a bacon convention and 10 tribes broke away from king Rehoboam and formed the nation of 
Israel…the nation whose demise we have spent the last few weeks following.   

Today, we will begin tracking the nation of Judah by going back to the breakup of the original 
nation of Israel. This will involve a return to the book of 1st Kings where we will follow Judah through 
their own struggles and celebrations. Here we will see that these events are the means by which God 
calls them out of their sin to His forgiveness and continues his plan of Salvation. 
 
 February 27, 2017 – 1st Kings 14:21-31 – Judah turns from the Lord and Egypt sacks Jerusalem 

 
 February 28, 2017  – 1st Kings 15:9-24 - King Asa reigns in Judah 

 
 March 1, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 17:1-6 & 20:1-9 – Jumping Jehoshaphat 

 
 March 2, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 20:20-30 – Judah receives the spoils from the Lord’s victory. 

 
 March 3, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 21:1-20 – Jehoram doesn’t follow his father’s way 

 
 March 4, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 22:1-9 – Ahaziah is killed by Jehu 

 
 March 5, 2017 – 2nd Kings 11:1-21 – Joash is made king of Judah 
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Week 26– Judah: Manasseh and Josiah:  Just like Israel, the nation of Judah’s relationship with the 
Lord was one of extreme highs and lows. One year they would have a king who would cleanse the 
temple and begin leading the people back to God and the next they would have a king who would do 
everything possible to anger God and lead the people away from Him. Even though Judah was the 
definition of inconsistency when it came to showing devotion to God, God remained the definition of 
faithfulness when it came to them. When the nation of Judah listened to God’s call to return to Him, 
He rewarded their repentance with forgiveness. When they turned away He called them back again and 
again. Even when He punished them, He always did it with the goal of returning the nation to Him.  
 
 March 6, 2017 – 2nd Kings 12:1-21 – Joash repairs the temple 

 
 March 7, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 24:20-27 – Joash messes up and is assassinated 

 
 March 8, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 28:1-7 & 16-27 – Ahaz leads Judah away from God 

 
 March 9, 2017 – 2nd Kings 18:1-12 – Hezekiah becomes king of Judah 

 
 March 10, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 29:3-19 – Hezekiah cleanses the Temple 

 
 March 11, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 29:20-30 – Hezekiah restores worship at the temple 

 
 March 12, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 30:1-27 – The Passover is celebrated once again 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 March 9 Reading -  Episode 086: Okay, He Was Not Quite Perfect  

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 27– Judah: Hezekiah, Isaiah and Sennacherib:  Many Christians have mistakenly believed 
that being a Christian means that they will live a life free from trouble. As a result their faith has been 
rattled when problems come into their lives. However, the Bible shows us that often the exact opposite 
is true. Because of our sinful actions, because of the sinful actions of others and because Satan is 
actively trying to destroy us, bad things will come into our lives. The question then becomes; how do 
we, as God’s people, handle those troubles and problems? Do we allow those troubles to tear us away 
from God or do we let them draw us closer to God as we look to Him for deliverance and strength.  
          This week we will read about King Hezekiah, a king whom the Bible says was second only to 
David in his faithfulness. But being faithful didn’t keep Hezekiah from experiencing problems. While 
King Hezekiah reigned over Judah the nation of Assyria attached and laid siege to Jerusalem. The key 
to this account is in how King Hezekiah handled the evil that came his way. He prepared for the war 
and diligently tried to find other solutions but through it all he trusted in God to save him. A trust that 
was rewarded in a spectacular way. 
 
 March 13, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 32:1-19 - Sennacherib comes to destroy Jerusalem 

 
 March 14, 2017 – 2nd Kings 19:1-19 – Isaiah reassures and Sennacherib defies 

 
 March 15, 2017 – 2nd Kings 19:20-37 – God shows who has true power 

 
 March 16, 2017 – 2nd Kings 20:1-11 – Hezekiah becomes deathly ill 

 
 March 17, 2017 – 2nd Kings 20:12-21 – Hezekiah tempts Babylon 

 
 March 18, 2017 – 2nd Kings 21:1-9 – Manasseh turns away from God 

 
 March 19, 2017 – 2nd Kings 21:10-22 – Manasseh and his idolatry denounced by God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 March 18 Reading -  Episode 087: Judah’s Rock Bottom 

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 28 – Judah: Josiah trusts in God but his sons fall away:  When we talk about God and His 
plan of salvation we often confuse God’s patience and repeated calls to repentance with His not caring 
about sin. Such a conclusion would be a mistake because God hates sin and the consequences of sin 
are terrible and eternal. That is why God repeatedly tries to call all people back to him. His plan has 
never been to catch as many people as He can doing wrong and condemn them for it. He certainly gets 
no joy out of condemning anyone. Instead His plan is to patiently call all people to repent of their sins 
and to send His Son into the world to die for those sins. If people still prefer to go their own way, God 
reluctantly will grant them their disastrous wish.  
 King Josiah, whom we will read about this week, heard God’s patient call to turn away from 
false gods and he answered that call not just with words but with his actions. Indeed, Josiah is one of 
the greatest examples of repentance found in the Bible. His family and the rest of Judah on the other 
hand are another story. As soon as Josiah is dead they go right back to worshiping false gods and doing 
the things which God had expressly forbidden. Through the prophet Jeremiah, whose warnings we will 
read this week as well, God continues to call them back just as He did their father but they don’t listen. 
What they don’t realize is that just because God is very patient, does not mean He will put off 
punishment forever. Amazingly, even when God threatens judgment, He continues to pledge that He 
will not forget His people or His promise to send a Savior. A Savior who, as we will see on Sunday, 
will issue in a new covenant. This new covenant will not rely on Israel’s or our ability to keep it but on 
God’s faithfulness. 
 
 March 20, 2017 – 2nd Kings 22:1-20 – Josiah reads the Word of God for the first time. 

 
 March 21, 2017 – 2nd Kings 23:1-27 – Josiah destroys the altars of the false Gods 

 
 March 22, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 35:20-27 – The death of Josiah  

 
 March 23, 2017 – 2nd Chronicles 36:1-16 – The sons of Josiah fall away from the Lord and 

ignore His messengers. 
 
 March 24, 2017 – Jeremiah 7:1-28 – The prophet Jeremiah tries to warns Judah and calls them 

to return to the Lord.  
 
 March 25, 2017 – Jeremiah 23:1-8 & 25:1-14 – Jeremiah prophecies that His people will return 

someday and again promises to send the 
Messiah 

 
 March 26, 2017 – Jeremiah 31:31-34 – The Savior will issue in a new covenant 

 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 March 20 Reading -  Episode 088: Judah’s Last Gasp 
 March 23 Reading – Episode 089: Dumb and Dumber  
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Week 29 – Judah: The Fall of Jerusalem and the exile:  It’s sad to see how far God’s people can 
fall. Adam and Eve plunged the world into sin but God promised a Savior. Then humanity continued to 
fall further from God so He sent a flood but saved humanity and His promise by using Noah and the 
Ark. God continued His plan through Abraham and his descendants and ultimately God raised His 
people up out of slavery to give them a great nation of their own. A nation that was prosperous and 
safe. A nation for which God Himself fought. All that nation had to do was remain faithful to their true 
King; the Lord of all creation. Unfortunately, God’s people begin to worship other gods and 
unapologetically broke every one of God’s commands. 
 As the people of Israel fell further and further away from the One who gave them the land in 
the first place, more and more of that land is stripped away. First the kingdom was divided into Israel 
and Judah. Then bits and pieces of the kingdoms were broken away by other nations. After that Israel 
was led off to captivity by the Assyrians. Which brings us to the kingdom of Judah. Just like Israel 
they have repeatedly turned away from God and ignored his pleas for them to return. In the end, like a 
parent who knows tough love is the only thing that will get through to their child, God follows through 
on what He has said He would do. However, as we read last week, even in exile God’s plan to save the 
world will continue on.  
 
 March 27, 2017 – Jeremiah 26:1-15 – Jeremiah gives Israel the Lord’s last warning 

 
 March 28, 2017 – Jeremiah 26:16-24 – Jeremiah’s life is spared 

 
 March 29, 2017 – Jeremiah 37:1-10 – Jeremiah dashes Zedikiah’s hopes 

 
 March 30, 2017 – Jeremiah 37:11-21 & 38:1-13 – Jeremiah imprisoned 

 
 March 31, 2017 – Jeremiah 38:14-28 – Jeremiah advises Zedekiah 

 
 April 1, 2017 – Jeremiah 39:1-18 – Jerusalem falls 

 
 April 2, 2017 – 2nd Kings 25:8-21 – The temple and Jerusalem burned 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 March 28 Reading – Episode 094: The Dream Job – NOT! 
 April 2 Reading -  Episode 097: Changing Your Focus 

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 30 – Daniel:  Judah has been sent into exile in Babylon and for all intents and purposes that 
should be the end of the story for God’s people. Other conquered nations had been led off to captivity 
and never seen again, so a casual observer could be forgiven for thinking the same thing would happen 
to the nation of Judah. Fortunately, when God makes a promise He always keeps that promise. The 
nation of Israel may have thrown away the land that God had given them but God’s promise to bless 
the world through Abraham’s descendants was still in full effect. Israel may have lost its land but God 
still promised to bring them back to it and to fulfill His Plan of salvation through them. 

 It should be noted that even while God’s people were in Babylon some of His people remained 
faithful to Him. This week’s accounts are the stories of 4 men who stayed faithful to the Lord who had 
always been faithful to them...even through fire. 
 
 April 3, 2017 – Daniel 1:1-21 – Daniel and his friends are prepared for the kings service 

 
 April 4, 2017 – Daniel 2:1-16 – The king has a dream 

 
 April 5, 2017 – Daniel 2:17-30 – Daniel reveals the kings dream 

 
 April 6, 2017 – Daniel 2:31-49 – Daniel interoperates the dream 

 
 April 7, 2017 – Daniel 3:1-7 – Nebuchadnezzar sets up a golden image of himself 

 
 April 8, 2017 – Daniel 3:8-30 – You want me to jump into WHAT! 

 
 April 9, 2017 – Daniel 4:1-18 – The king has a second dream 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 April 3 Reading -  Episode 098: Let Me Make One Thing Perfectly Clear 

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 31 – Daniel:  This week we continue to follow Daniel as he serves as a high ranking 
administrator in the Babylonian empire. Our first two readings this week focus on God showing King 
Nebuchadnezzar who truly is the King of Kings. Showing both King Nebuchadnezzar and us that all 
we have is a gift from Him. It’s a constant reminder that there is a God and we aren’t Him. 
  
 April 10, 2017 – Daniel 4:19-27 – Daniel interprets the kings dream. 

 
 April 11, 2017 – Daniel 4:28-37 – Daniels interpretation of the dream comes true. 

 
 April 12, 2017 - Today begins with a jump in time of over two decades. King Nebuchadnezzar 

is dead and his son, Belshazzar, now rules the nation. At this time Babylon is under siege by 
the Persian Empire. To help raise people’s spirits and take their mind off of the siege, 
Belshazzar throws a lavish party in which they use the vessels that had been taken from the 
temple in Jerusalem. The Babylonians are using their hands to raise God’s vessels is a way that 
dishonors God and proclaims their superiority over him. In answer to their challenge God’s 
hand replies in way that shows who truly has the power. 

 
Daniel 5:1-9 – The writing is on the wall (Literally) 

 
 April 13, 2017 – Daniel 5:10-31 – “Um, you really don’t want to know what that means” 

 
 April 14, 2017 – Daniel 6:1-28 – Daniel and the lion’s den 

 
 April 15, 2017 – Daniel 9:1-19 – Daniel prays that God’s people might return to Jerusalem 

 
 April 16, 2017 – Daniel 9:20-27 – God answer Daniel with a promise of the Messiah 
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Week 32 – Ezra:  God’s faithfulness to His people and His promised plan of salvation is beyond 
comprehension. First the nation of Israel split into two different kingdoms, but the Lord was faithful. 
Then both the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah began worshiping other 
God’s, but the Lord was true and continued to call them back to him. Both kingdoms continued in their 
idolatry, so the Lord, after a great deal of patience and trying to bring them back, used foreign nations 
to punish them and take them into exile. Even then the Lord was faithful and promised in Jeremiah 
25:1-14 (our March 23rd  reading), that in 70 years He would bring His people back and punish 
Babylon. Last week God punished Babylon by destroying the nation by using the Persians. Babylon 
has fallen, but God’s people still haven’t been allowed to go home… until now.  
 
 April 17, 2017 – Ezra 1:1-11 – God’s people are allowed to return 

 
 April 18, 2017 – Ezra 3:1-13 – The returning exiles begin to rebuild the temple 

 
 April 19, 2017 – Ezra 4:1-24 – The enemies of Judah try to stop the rebuilding of the temple 

 
 April 20, 2017 – Ezra 5:1-17 – Rebuilding of the temple begins again 

 
 April 21, 2017 – Ezra 6:1-22 – Darius responds to the rebuilding and the temple is dedicated 

 
 April 22, 2017 – Today we take a break from the story of Ezra and the first return of the Jews 

to Jerusalem. That break enables us to take a look at how God kept His people and His plan of 
salvation safe in exile. We are going to jump to the book of Esther and watch as God uses a 
smart and shrewd woman named, (surprise) Esther, to foil a plot to destroy God’s people. 
Chronologically the book takes place in the time between chapters 6 and 7 of Ezra. This 
account occurs during the reign of King Ahasuerus, who is better known as King Xerxes. King 
Xerxes is the king who invaded Greece and fought King Leonidas and the 300 Spartans at 
Thermopylae.  
 
Esther 1:1-22 – Queen Vashti disobeys king Ahasuerus 

 
 April 23, 2017 – Esther 2:1-23 – Esther becomes queen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 April 17 Reading -  Episode 100: Coming Home at Last 
 April 22 Reading – Episode 099: See That Noose Over There? 

 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
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Week 33 – Esther:  The book of Esther is a marvelous game of Chess between Haman and Esther. 
Haman uses the game to try to build himself up and punish or kill those he doesn’t like. You can 
translate “those he doesn’t like” to mean the Lord’s people. God however, uses Esther to play the game 
in a way that saves God’s people and builds up Esther and all those around her. 
 
 April 24, 2017 – Esther 3:1-15 – Haman plans to destroy the Jews 

 
 April 25, 2017 – Esther 4:1-17 – Esther finds out about the plan and agrees to help 

 
 April 26, 2017– Esther 5:1-14 –The plot thickens 

 
 April 27, 2017 – Esther 6:1-14 – Haman tries to honor himself 

 
 April 28, 2017 – Esther 7:1-10 – Esther springs her trap. 

 
 April 29, 2017 – Esther 8:1-17 – What the king proclaims cannot be undone,... BUT…. 

 
 April 30, 2017 – Esther 9:1-19 – The Jews defend themselves and destroy their enemies. 
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Week 34 – Esther:  This week God continues to fulfill His promise to return His people to the 
promised land. That plan began a few weeks ago when we read the book of Ezra chapters 1-6. Cyrus, 
the king of Persia, allowed God’s people to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. Then the book 
of Esther chronicled how God kept his people safe while they lived in Persia. This week we will read 
about the third and finally emigration home. The story begins with the King’s cupbearer leading a 
group of people back to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall.  
 
 May 1, 2017 – Esther 9:20-10:3 – The festival of Purim is instituted 

 
 May 2, 2017 – Ezra 7:1-28 – Ezra is sent to teach the people the Law of God 

 
 May 3, 2017 – Ezra 8:15-36 – The trip back to Jerusalem 

 
 May 4, 2017 – Ezra 9:1-15 – Ezra prays for the people because they are intermarrying 

 
 May 5, 2017 – Ezra 10:1-17 – The people separate from their pagan wives. 

 
 May 6, 2017 – Nehemiah 1:1-11 – Nehemiah prays for the people at Jerusalem 

 
 May 7, 2017 – Nehemiah 2:1-20 – Nehemiah allowed to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls 
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Week 35 – Nehemiah:  Just because it’s God’s Plan and He uses His people to bring it about, doesn’t 
mean that the whole process is going to be a walk in the park. On the contrary, as we have learned over 
the last few months, Satan and humanities sinfulness often try to derail God’s Plan. This week 
Nehemiah and the Jerusalem rebuilders find that out first hand. They want to rebuild God’s Holy city 
but the nations around them, and the people’s sin, continue to fight against it. The good news is that 
God is always faithful and will see His people through any obstacle they face. It was a good lesson for 
Nehemiah and it a fantastic lesson for us as well. 
 
 May 8, 2017 – Nehemiah 4:1-23 – The people around Jerusalem plot to stop the construction 

 
 May 9, 2017 – Nehemiah 5:1-19 – Nehemiah stops the rich from oppressing the poor 

 
 May 10, 2017 – Nehemiah 6:1-7:4 – A plot is hatched to remove Nehemiah and the walls are 

finished. 
 
 May 11, 2017– Nehemiah 8:1-6 – Ezra reads the law to the people 

 
 May 12, 2017 – Nehemiah 8:9-18 – The people of God celebrate the Feast of Booths 

 
 May 13, 2017 – Nehemiah 9:1-38 – The people confess their sins 

 
 May 14, 2017 – Nehemiah 13:1-30 – Nehemiah tries to force the people to follow God’s laws 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” suggested videos:  

 
 May 14 Reading - Episode 102: It’s Intermission – Scenery Change! 
 May 14 Reading – Episode 103: Movers and shakers 
 May 14 Reading – Episode 104: Watching for a King Who'll Never Come 

 
 
These videos can be found on www.lhmmen.com under the “Shorts” heading or there is a link at 
www.messiah-lutheran.org under “The Plan” page. 
 


