
 

 

GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, Growing in 

Christ 

 

 
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered Preaching and 

Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships Family 

Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 

 
WELCOME ... 

to the September edition of the 

South Shore Trinity Times. All 

activities for the month (known 

at the time of printing) are 

included. The Times is available 

the last Sunday of the month for 

pick up at church. It is also 

available at  www.sstwbl.org. 

 

 
CONTACT US 

Website: www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-4293 

TRINITY  TIMES 
SOUTH SHORE TRINITY LUTHERAN Sharing  •  Caring  •  Growing in Christ 

SEPTEMBER 2016 A.D.  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
Have you ever noticed that Pastor Bob uses the same greeting of “Dear 
brothers and sisters in Christ” for the start of his newsletter articles? I don’t 
think that is an accident. It calls us to remember that we are a family here—a 
big family that has history and deep connections. And, like many big families, 
the family members are all at different points in their lives. Some family 
members have just been born, some are looking forward to being called home 
to heaven, and the rest are somewhere in the middle. Our church family is 
comprised of many people from a variety of distinct generations.  
 
Now, generational differences have always existed. At some point, one 
generation embraced gasoline-powered automobiles, while another generation 
feared them calling them “explosion cars”, while another generation 
wondered what was so wrong with a horse and buggy. The same concept could 
be illustrated with tastes in music or fashion. Even we, today, can continue to 
observe generational differences when approaching relationships and 
technology.  
 
But despite the generational differences, there are generational similarities 
that persist; one constant we can depend on is God’s love and mercy being 
applied to all generations in Christ. Mary, the mother of Jesus, said in the 
Magnificat, “For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for 
he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his 
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.” (Luke 
1:48b-50) Isn’t it amazing how God gives us the privilege to pass that on to the 
next generation—to impart the heritage of our faith, given to us by the 
generations before us, enlightening the hearts and minds of the next 
generation of followers in Christ.  
 
So the work of the Church, as it always has been, is inter-generational. It 
belongs to all of God’s children, as all are encouraged to participate. I’ve 
learned that there are so many great opportunities here at South Shore Trinity 
for people to utilize the gifts that God has given them. And as we work 
together in unity, supporting one another, we are empowered as a community 
to share the love of Jesus with the community in new and exciting ways. Some 
new things you might see during the month of September is Outdoor Movie 
Nite (Sept. 23) and the start of a Young Family Bible Study (Sept. 25).  
 
These are just a few ways we, as a church family, are reaching out and 
supporting new generations of Christians, as they learn the love of Christ and 
grow in their faith.  
 
In the spirit of thoroughness, I did ask Pastor Bob why he starts each 
newsletter with “Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,” to which he smiled, 
paused for a moment, and then broke into song, singing “Brothers & Sisters in 
Christ” by Terry Dittmer. You may recognize that song, as the chorus is: 
 

And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, 
lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends, 

and proclaiming the Lord, all our praises afford. 
We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

What a joy it is to live as brothers and sisters in Christ, serving, supporting, 
and loving each other as we are sharing, caring, and growing in Christ.  
 
In Christ’s Service,  
 
Pastor Dan Bodin 



Thursday, September 1 (last Thursday worship) 
 6:30 pm Traditional Worship  
Sunday, September 4  
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am Lakeside Worship (last Lakeside service) 
  
 
Saturday, September 10 (first Saturday worship) 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship 
 

Sunday, September 12—Rally Day 
 9:30 am All SST worship and picnic at SST 
 
  
Saturday, September 17 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, September 18 
   8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Worship with Praise Team 
 
 
Saturday, September 24 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, September 25 
    8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Blended Worship 

Worship Opportunities 
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Holy Communion will be offered as part of the 
worship services that are listed in bold italic print. 

 
 
 
 

September 11, 2016 
 
 

9:30 Worship at SST  
 

 Picnic Afterwards 
 

 

Please join us for this special event as we celebrate being 
brothers and sisters in Christ at South Shore Trinity! It will 
be an opportunity to worship as one congregation, connect 
with friends who attend a different service, meet new 
people, and simply celebrate being the body of Christ. 

 
  

Some things for you to know: 
 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chips, Coffee and Kool-Aid 
provided. 

There will be two (2) Bounce Houses.  One for smaller 
children and one for older children & brave 
adults! 

Sunday School Students and teachers will be able to 
meet one another 

 

Things to Bring: 
 

Side dish or dessert to share 
 

2016-17 Sunday School Teachers 
 

Preschool and Kindergarten in room B9B 
Teachers: Brian and Jamie Sinkula 
 
 

1st & 2nd Grade in room B9A 
Teachers: Mark Dewitz  
  Ann Janneke  
  Karen Kropelnicki 
 

3rd & 4th Grades in room 2-1 
Teachers: Joel and Jolene Erickson 
 
 

5th & 6th Grade in room 2-5 
Teachers: Jodi Meister 
  Jill Womeldorff 
 

Sunday School Leadership Team: 
  Jill Wiebe 
  Gina Ruesch 
  Rich Carlson 
 

Sunday School PreK-6
th

 Grade 
 
Rally Day, September 11

th
, will kick off a new year for 

Sunday School. Parents and students will be able to 
register for this year’s Sunday school, meet teachers, find 
your rooms and play a scavenger hunt for prizes. Look for 
the Sunday School table after worship on the 11

th
! 

 
We will be using the DigIn! Curriculum this fall, where we 
will be Digging Into the Life of Jesus. Kids will walk in Jesus' 
footsteps from birth to ascension.  All Prek-6

th
 grade classes 

will begin the hour in the choir room on the second level at 
9:30.  We will gather for music, memory work, offering, and 
an intro for the day’s lesson. Students will then leave with 
their teachers to their rooms to DIG in to the bible lesson. 
 
During opening, we will use “Learn by Heart Bible Songs” 
CD and the “Sing the Faith” CD to learn bible verses and 
parts of the catechism.  Both are available directly through 
CPH.org   A limited number of CDs will be available for 
purchase during Rally Day. 



Christian Growth Opportunities 
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Mondays 
Women’s Bible Study 
Start Date:  September 12 
Topic:      We will start off using the Bible studies found in 

the current Lutheran Witness and Lutheran 
Women’s Quarterly. The group will then decide 
what they will study further. 

Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Contact:  Judy Jarsko, 651-429-7133 
 
 

Wednesdays 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
Place: Perkins Restaurant at County Rd D & WB Ave. 
Time: 6:00-7:45 a.m.  
Contact: George Kostuch, 651-777-1096 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
A weekly study for women (member & non-member) 
Start Date:  September 14 
Topic:  
Place: Upstairs (Room 2-6) 
Time: 9:30 a.m.  
Contact: LuErna Sawyer, 651-464-7820 
 
 

Young-at-Heart Bible Class 
Start Date:  September 14 
Topic: "Christ Gives Us Hope and Purpose."   
Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time:   9:30 a.m.  
Contact:  Pastor Norb Streufert 
 

Home Bible Study 
Start Date:  September 14 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 
9th Grade Confirmation 
Start Date:  September 14 
Place: Fellowship Hall [B22] 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: Pastor Bob Gehrke 
 
 

Thursdays 
Start Date:  September 15 
Topic: “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me in Sunday School” 
Place: Lounge (Room B22) 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 
 

Sundays 
Adult Bible Study 
Start Date:  September 18 
Topic:   A discussion and study of the sermon, scripture 

readings, based on “The Plan” 
Place:  Fellowship Hall (Room B22) 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Contact:  Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 Pastor@sstwbl.org 
 
7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
Start Date:  September 18 
Place:   Youth Room 
Time: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Contact: Pastor Bodin, 651-429-4293  

PastorDan@sstwbl.org 
 
 

Kids Choir: Starting 
Wednesday, September 14th. A 
free supper will be served at 5:30 
for kids choir members followed 
by fellowship and singing.  Join 
the fun! 
 

Chancel Choir: Rehearsal Day and Time for Chancel 
Choir:  Wednesdays – 7:00 pm.  First rehearsal September 
7th!  Join anytime! 

 
Vesper Bells: Rehearsal moves to Thursdays at 5:45 
p.m. on September 8.  We welcome ages 9-99.  If you want 
to give ringing a try – please contact Sharon Calhoun at 651
-426-2592 or sharoncalhoun@q.com     
  

Men’s Choir: On Sunday, September 18 the Men's 
Choir will begin their fall rehearsals at 10:45 
a.m. (following the Education Hour) upstairs in the choir 
room.  The choir is open to all men including high school 
and college students.  Call Kathy Lystig  (651-777-3205) if 
you have questions. 

 
Musicians: You are always wanted and needed for our 
worship services.  Do you play an instrument? Our music 
coordinator has many opportunities for musicians!  Please 
contact Jill Wiebe to use your talents at 651-335-2793 or 
jbwiebe@aol.com . 

Music Notes 

  

New Series Starting September 14 
in the Young-at-Heart Bible Class 

  
In times of personal affliction, or when threatened by 
danger, we may wonder:  What's going to happen 
next?  How long will these problems last?  Does God have 
a plan for my life?  The God whom we know through Je-
sus cares deeply about us and our troubles, and helps 
us.  He speaks to us, for example, in uplifting portions of 
the Scriptures such as 1 Peter, which we will be exploring 
this fall in the series, "Christ Gives Us Hope and Pur-
pose."  Our hope is based on the risen Lord, not on our up
-and-down feelings. He won the victory over sin and 
death, and is ruling now over everything in order to bless 
us who are baptized into Him.  By His Spirit He moves us 
to trust His guarding, guiding hands for all the details of 
the future, including His Coming at the End to call us 
home.  The result of His shepherding is that we serve 
Him as we serve people, discovering that this is the pur-
pose of our life. What huge blessings we have from Christ
--a living hope and a purpose for living!  We invite you to 
grasp these gifts again during the 10-week series, begin-
ning September 14. We meet on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Lounge (1st floor near the west entrance), led by 
Pastor Norb Streufert.  



We are gearing up for another exciting school 
year here at South Shore Trinity Preschool!  
With school beginning on September 8th we 

have many things to look forward to.  
Recognizing that children are a gift from God, 
the staff here at SST Preschool feel it is our 

role to create a partnership with families, 
working together to nurture the whole child.  
We will begin our school year offering a 

developmentally appropriate environment that 
fosters social, emotional, intellectual, physical, 
and spiritual development.   

 

At the start of school the preschool children 
will learn to interact with their new 
classmates, as well as learn the classroom 

routine.  Children will begin to grow in their 
ability to love one another and learn to show 
that love in their daily interactions very early 

in the school year!  We are all very excited to 
learn about Jesus, explore His world and our 
surroundings on a daily basis!  We look 

forward to learning many new and exciting 
things this school year! 

How can you help South Shore Trinity 
Preschool?  Please pray for the families 
enrolled in our preschool program for the 

school year!  Join us in praying the teachers 
have ample opportunity to share the love of 
Jesus with each child and their families each 

day they walk into our care! 

  

SST PRESCHOOL NEWS! 

South Shore 
Trinity Preschool 

Upcoming Preschool Dates: 

  

 
September 8: 

First Day Preschool  
 

September 16: 
Fall Portrait Day  

  
October 20 & 21 

No Preschool, Education MN 
Conference 

  
 November 21-22: 

No Preschool, Conferences 
  

November 23-25: 
No Preschool, Thanksgiving 

Break 
 

December 22-January2: 
No Preschool, Winter Break 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

Contact:  
Jolene 

Transitional Preschool 
 Director 

651.429.4293 or  
jolene@sstwbl.org 

  
  
  

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” 
 

Proverbs 22:6 NIV 



 FELLOWSHIP  and OTHER EVENTS 
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Church Directory 
 

We have updated the Church Directory and it is available 
for you to pick up at church after Rally Day, Sept. 11.  
You’ll find them on the cabinet of the church office. 
 

Please help us keep our records current by letting the 
church office know of any changes as they occur. 
 
 

A Plea for Volunteers  
 
Every Sunday between the first and second service coffee 
and donuts (or a special treat) is served by disciples at our 
congregation who volunteer their time.  All of our lives 
have become increasingly busy, and this is such an 
important time to touch base with members we seldom 
see - Caring and Sharing.  Over time, due to illness, loss of 
a loved one, members attending Saturday service, or 
disciples who have moved from White Bear Lake, the list 
of volunteers has dwindled. It would be appreciated if you 
would take the time to consider adding your name to this 
volunteer list.  We will have some experienced coffee 
servers help you the first time. 
 
If you wish to place your name on the volunteer list, or 
have any questions or concerns, please call Sally at 651-
429-4293 or email her at sally@sstwbl.org. 
 
Thanking you in advance for your help. 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive at SST 

Tuesday, September 27th from 2pm - 7pm 
 

for appointment, log on to www.redcrossblood.org  
and use Sponsor Code: South Shore Trinity 

 
or call 651-429-4293 to have appointment scheduled. 

Circle the Date 
 

Sunday 
October 9th 

Annual German Dinner 
 
Watch the Tidings and look for our 
posters with more information on 
the bulletin boards. 
 
Tickets or reservations required 
ahead of time. 

The daylilies that bloomed at SST 

this summer….. 

 

The daylilies that bloomed at SST this summer were a gift 
from Karol Emmerich of Springwood Gardens in Jordan, 
Minnesota.  Much earlier in Karol’s career, she ran the 
financial operation for Dayton Hudson Corporation.  In 
Karol’s words, “I had a great job (money, power, fame, etc.) 
but was profoundly bored, as the job just didn’t encompass 
enough of who I was as a person.  I felt God was calling me 
to do something different with my life.”  While the decision 
to leave the corporate world for the less stable horticulture 
world was never easy, but once made, she never looked 
back.  “I feel like I’ve found my real calling in life – creating 
beauty by developing flowers (and gardens) that bring joy to 
people and put a smile on their faces.”  She creates new 
varieties of daylilies and gives each plant that makes it to 
market a name.  She gives most of them a Biblical name, 
such as Fountain of Life, Keep the Faith, and Living 
Water.  On her website, springwoodgardens.com, she 
provides the name of each daylily, the Bible reference, the 
actual Bible verse, and why she chose that name.  As you 
can tell, daylilies are her passion and is her way to open the 
door to share Jesus with others. 

tel:651-429-4293
tel:651-429-4293
mailto:sally@sstwbl.org
http://www.springwoodgardens.com


Lutheran Women’s Missionary League—Trinity Guild 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran  
Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her 
relationship with the Triune God so that she is 
enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people 
of the world.   
 
Upcoming Trinity Guild Dates 
 
Sept. 6, 6:30pm—Trinity Guild meeting “Sunday 
School to God’s Glory” 
 
Sept. 13—St. Croix River Zone LWML Delegate 
Board Meeting at Family of Christ Lutheran 
Church, Hudson, WI 
 
Oct. 1—St. Croix River Zone Fall Rally at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Circle Pines, MN 
 
Oct. 2—LWML Sunday 
 
Oct. 4, 6:30pm—Trinity Guild meeting “Katie Did 
It All!” 
 
Oct. 9—German Dinner 

 

LWML Sunday is October 2, 2016 



Stewardship Corner 

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE 
Actual Income to General Fund in July 2016 ...................... $ 57,294.62 
Actual Expenses in July 2016 ......................................... $ 52,569.00 
Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1-July 31, 2016) .............. $ 57,294.62 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1—July 31 2016) ............ $ 52,569.00 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense .................................. $  4,725.62 
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Stewardship Emphasis on “Orphan Grain Train” 
 

1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 

Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

 
Orphan Grain Train is a Nonprofit Christian volunteer network that shares personal and material resources with needy 
people in America and around the world. Orphan Grain Train volunteers gather donations of clothing, medical supplies, 
food, Christian literature, and other aid to meet real needs. The Orphan Grain Train movement is a loving response to 
Jesus Christ’s example as a servant and His love for us 
 

 More than 2,381 semi-trailer truckloads of food, clothing, medical supplies, and religious materials have been sent 
to 64 countries and several disaster areas in the U.S. since 1992. 

 Last year more than 4.6 million meals were shipped by Orphan Grain Train.  

 Last year 82,382 volunteer hours were donated by volunteers.  

 58 semi-loads were sent to children and families in need in the U.S., and 90 - 40 ft. shipping containers were sent 
internationally in the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year. 

 Only 3 cents per dollar were used for administration and fundraising.  
 
Orphan Grain Train is a recognized service organization of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). This means Or-
phan Grain Train works primarily with the congregations, ministries, and auxiliaries of the LCMS here in America and 
around the world wherever possible. Orphan Grain Train’s outreach is interdenominational in that they also partner 
with other Christian churches involved in disaster relief efforts here in the United States and other countries whenever 
it is practical to do so.  
 
Orphan Grain Train has an ongoing need for donated items of all kinds. On their wish list are infant supplies like cloth 
and disposable diapers, layettes, and stuffed toys, medical equipment like bandages, sheets, disposable gowns and 
gloves, walkers, wheelchairs, crutches and canes, drug store items like shampoo, toothbrushes, and hygiene kits, 
school supplies like backpacks, pens, pencils, notebooks, crayons and coloring books, non-breakable kitchen supplies 
like pots and pans, plastic plates, knives, forks and spoons, clothing for Infants, children, men and women (gently used 
or new). 
 
South Shore Trinity has a drop off box outside the church office for donations to the Orphan Grain train. Watch this 
newsletter and church signage for special opportunities to donate or volunteer. 
 
For more information: 
 
Orphan Grain Train | 601 W. Phillip Ave. | PO Box 1466 | Norfolk, NE 68702  
Phone (402) 371-7393 | Toll Free (877) 371-7393  
http://www.ogt.org/ 

http://www.ogt.org/do/efforts.html
http://www.ogt.org/help/volunteer.html
http://www.ogt.org/news/publications.html
http://www.ogt.org/news/publications.html
http://www.ogt.org/help/where.html


HOW TO REACH US . . . 
  

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
  

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax: (651) 653-3634 
E-mail: sstrinity@Q.com 
Pastor Gehrke: pastor@sstwbl.org 
  

Dial-a-Devotion: (651) 429-0078 
  
WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org SEPTEMBER 2016 A.D. 

GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
  
South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

  

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

  

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
  
Rev. Bob Gehrke ............................... Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin ............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ............................... Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach ................... Financial/Office Assistant 

Jill Wiebe ................................. Music Coordinator 

Jolene Erickson ......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak .............................. Preschool Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ...................... Custodial Team 

Celeste Gifford .................................. Parish Nurse 
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