
 

 

GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, Growing in 

Christ 

 

 
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered Preaching and 

Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships Family 

Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 

 
WELCOME ... 

to the October edition of the 

South Shore Trinity Times. All 

activities for the month (known 

at the time of printing) are 

included. The Times is available 

the last Sunday of the month for 

pick up at church. It is also 

available at  www.sstwbl.org. 

 

 
CONTACT US 

Website: www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-4293 

TRINITY  TIMES 
SOUTH SHORE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Sharing  •  Caring  •  Growing in Christ 

OCTOBER 2018 A.D.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Pastor Bob introduced the “Building Bridges” sermon series in his newsletter 
article last month, and it is the topic we’ve been focusing on as a church in 
Bible Study and worship. The next sermon series that we will start is called 
“Catching Vision” and will focus on readings from Nehemiah and how prayer  
is vital to envisioning the future of the church.  
 
And as we will be learning about “catching the vision”, I wonder if the words 
Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan have ever caused you confusion? 
Personally, when I first learned what they were, I had the hardest time 
keeping them straight in my head. I saw them as corporate “buzz words” that 
had little meaning or impact on my life, and so I didn’t see the need to invest 
in learning the proper understanding of these words.  
 
However, in my experience in the business world prior to entering the 
ministry, and in one of my favorite classes at the Seminary learning about 
church revitalization, the meanings of these words finally came clear, as I was 
able to understand them as to how they specifically related to one another. 
And the best way I’ve found to understand them is with an analogy of taking a 
trip.  
 
And so, when you take a trip, you need three things to make it happen: A 
vehicle, a destination, and a map to follow. And that is how we can 
understand the words Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan.  
 
First, the vehicle is our Mission statement. It is the tool we use to get from 
one place to another. How do you get from point A to point B? Simple, jump in 
the vehicle and Go! In the same way, our mission statement of “Sharing, 
Caring, Growing in Christ” is how we get from where we are to where we are 
going as a church. It’s the means by which we can move.  
 
Second, we need to know where we are going. This is often known as Vision. 
But, all too often, people confuse mission and vision. So, there is a phrase I 
like to use instead of “Vision” and that is “What does the preferred future 
look like?” If we could shape and craft our future in a certain way, what 
(precisely) would it look like? Who are the people that are missing from God’s 
family here at South Shore Trinity? What attitudes would we like to see, and 
what programs would we like to have be successful?  
 
Now, coming up with a vision that everyone agrees on can be difficult, which 
is why we’ll be getting some outside help. You’ll hear more about a visioning 
process happening in November, but in the meantime, disciples of Jesus will 
start learning more about this with our sermon series and Bible Studies 
centered around Nehemiah.  
 
Lastly, to round out our trip analogy, since we have a vehicle and an idea of 
where we’re going, the last thing we need is a plan to get there—a roadmap, 
if you will.  This is what a Strategic Plan is all about. It helps us identify 
certain landmarks in our trip from one place to another. And meeting these 
landmarks helps assure us that we are headed in the right direction as we 
travel.  
 
With this understanding of Mission, Vision, and Strategic Plan, we can work 
diligently toward reaching the goal of sharing the Gospel with those yet to 
hear and believe. We can be God’s church, telling what Jesus has done on 
account of his love for us, and the world. And we, as a family of believers, can 
help lay a foundation that could impact this church for the next 75 years.  
 
To God be all the Glory,  
+Pastor Dan Bodin 



75th Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OCTOBER 2018 

THEME FOR THE MONTH 

FAITHFULNESS IN WORSHIP 

GUEST PREACHER 
The Reverend Robert Schulze 

Executive Assistant to the President 
Minnesota South District Office 

Saturday/Sunday, October 20/21 

TRINITY TIDINGS ARTICLES 
October 06/07 - The Contemporary Worship Service 
October 13/14 - Our Lutheran Hymnals–Worship Re-
sources 
October 20/21 - Rug (Beach or Lakeside) Services  
October 27/28 - The Serving of Holy Communion 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Lutheran Bible Translators 

(See article elsewhere in newsletter) 

A WORSHIP SERVICE FROM OUR PAST 
Saturday/Sunday, October 13/14 

(See article elsewhere in newsletter) 

A PEEK AT OUR PAST 
In 2008, thanks to individual donors and memorials, the 
4 stained glass windows, the top portion of each of the 
windows on the south wall of the sanctuary, were in-
stalled and dedicated.  The scripture for the theme of 
each window was taken from the Psalms. 

Window #1: SHEPHERD  [Psalm 23:1,2] 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me 
to lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside quiet 
waters. 

Window #2: WORD  [Psalm 119:105] 
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Window #3: PRAYER  [Psalm 141:1,2] 
O Lord, I call to you; come quickly to me. Hear my voice 
when I call to you. May my prayer be set before you like 
incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the 
evening sacrifice. 

Window #4: PRAISE  [Psalm 33:1] 
Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for 
the upright to praise Him. 

75th Anniversary Co-chairs - Celeste Gifford & Ed 
Lundgren 

For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures 
forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.    

Psalm 100:5 

Mission of the Month  
Lutheran Bible Translators 

 
Lutheran Bible Translators, founded in 1964 by a group of 
Lutheran missionaries, is our mission of the month for 
October. These missionaries knew that not everyone 
around the world could read or understand the English 
language. Someone needed to translate the Word of God 
into other languages so people could truly understand His 
Word by hearing and reading it in their own language, and 
so they too could come to faith in Jesus Christ.  Lutheran 
Bible Translators use many different computer software 
applications and also work with national partners in each 
country who help to identify, plan and create Bible 
translation projects for the language groupings within their 
own country.   Finding the proper way to phrase a word in 
that language so it flows with the correct interpretation of 
the word or phrase is often challenging.  For example: just 
using the words without ethnic interpretation may result in 
the translation “I am the dead body who can get up alive” 
instead of “I am the resurrection and the life”. 
 
The first countries that LBT worked in were Papua New 
Guinea and Liberia and the latest countries are Botswana, 
Ethiopia, and Tanzania.  Civil wars in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia had forced evacuations of missionary translators 
and the Ebola epidemic of 2014 in Sierra Leone again 
caused an evacuation. Today 46 missionaries and 
associates serve in 13 countries and over 40 major 
Scripture publications have reached 12.5 million people. 
 
Opportunities for Bible translation have grown beyond 
expectations, requiring new people, multi-year planning, 
and new financial resources.  Please use your Mission of 
the Month envelope during October to help reach 
thousands of people to hear and read the Scriptures “in 
the language that speaks to their heart”, a quote from 
Rev. Larry Johnson, a retired LBT translator. 
 



 

 
A WORSHIP SERVICE FROM OUR PAST 

     The 75th Anniversary Committee, along with our 
pastors, is planning a communion service on Saturday, 
October 13 at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, October 14 at 8:00 
a.m. much like one you would have experienced had you 
worshipped at South Shore Trinity during the 1940s and 
1950s. The 10:45 a.m. service will be similar to our typical 
10:45 service. 
     The following provides some details regarding this 
special worship service.  

The pastors will be dressed in cassock and surplice. 
The ushers will give you a hymnal (The Lutheran 

Hymnal - TLH) and bulletin as you enter the 
sanctuary. Please bring your own hymnal (TLH), if 
you have one. 

There will be no announcements made by the pastors 
and no “Sharing of The Peace”. 

The hymn numbers will be listed on the 2 hymn boards 
at the front of the church. 

The service will begin with Hymn #246 followed by the 
Order of Service on Page 15 of TLH. 

Pastor Bodin will read the Scripture lessons from the 
pulpit. 

Pastor Gehrke will preach from the pulpit. 
The offering will be received as usual. 
Holy Communion will be served as usual, but without 

lay assistants. 
The ushers will release the worshipers after the 

service – center aisle only – starting at the front. 
You will be greeted by the pastors as usual. 
You will receive the blue Trinity Tidings as you leave 

the sanctuary. 
Enjoy coffee, apple juice, and donuts as usual. 

     It is our prayer that you will find this service to be a 
meaningful worship experience. 
 

Celeste Gifford & Ed Lundgren 
75th Anniversary Co-chairs 

For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, 
and His faithfulness to all generations.    Psalm 100:5 

Serve Our Savior by Serving Others 
St. Andrew’s Family Shelter 

 
A very short-term volunteer opportunity for all disciples of 
Jesus at South Shore Trinity, their friends, and family. 
  
God has been generous to us in many ways. Now is your 
chance to be generous in sharing of your time. Volunteer 
and experience firsthand the support and friendship 
provided to families experiencing homelessness. 
  
South Shore Trinity members have the opportunity to 
serve at "St. Andrew's Family Shelter" in Hugo, the week of 
October 21 to October 27, 2018.  "St. Andrew's Family 
Shelter" is the overnight shelter where families, from our 
own neighborhoods, that are experiencing homelessness, 
stay while receiving case management at the Community 
Resource Center at St. Andrew's Lutheran Church in 
Mahtomedi. 
  
Volunteers are needed for our week in October for the 
dinner shift from 5:00pm to 8:30pm, and then the 
overnight shift from 8:15pm to 9:15am. Overnight 
volunteers do have a bedroom (single beds) and sleep 
there (no need to stay awake). You may choose to spend 
the entire evening and cover both shifts if it fits into your 
schedule. 
  
Dinner shift/hosting is a great opportunity for families 
with children to volunteer, while the overnight shift is 
compatible for a couple, or two friends that may not need 
to get their own children ready for school in the morning. 
  
Briefly, the dinner shift/hosting involves assisting with 
getting the meal ready (not entirely cooking the meal), 
setting table, clean-up, eating with families and engaging 
in conversation, activities, reading, games, homework 
assistance to the families. Overnight shift involves 
ensuring bedtime/lights out, prepare light bag lunch for 
following day, securing/locking building, availability to 
greet any late arrivals of working members of families, 
sleep overnight, yet be aware of your "charge of 
household" responsibility in case of any emergency, 
morning wake-up call for families, light breakfast and 
clean-up, then secure building for the day. 
  
When you decide on your volunteer availability and 
commitment to assist at the family shelter, please contact 
Colleen Ketcham at 651-770-4176, or Kathy Meyer at 651-
269-1955. 
  
Many thanks for your prayers and consideration of this 
mission/volunteer opportunity. 



Saturday, October 6—LWML weekend 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
Sunday, October 7 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45 am Praise Team Worship 
  
 
Saturday, October 13  
 5:30 pm “A Worship Service from our Past” 
 

Sunday, October 14 
 8:00 am “A Worship Service from our Past” 
 10:45 am Divine Service Setting III 

 
 
Saturday, October 20 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, October 21 
   8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Praise Team Worship  
 
 
Saturday, October 27—Reformation weekend 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, October 28 
    8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Traditional Worship 
 

Christian Growth and Worship Opportunities 
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Wednesdays 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
A weekly study for women (member & non-member) 
Theme:   Our Awesome God 
Place: Upstairs [2-6] 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact: LuErna Sawyer, 651-464-7820 
 
 

Young-at-Heart Bible Class 
Topic: Where God Has Planted Us 
Place: Lounge [F8] 
Time: 9:30am  
Contact:  Pastor Norb Streufert 
 
 

Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 
 

6th—8th Grade Confirmation 
Place:   2-6 (7/8th grade classroom) 
Time: 7-8:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Bodin, 651-429-4293  

PastorDan@sstwbl.org 
 
8th—9th Grade Confirmation 
Place: Youth Room 
Time: 6:45pm 
Contact: Pastor Bob Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 Pastor@sstwbl.org 
 
 
 

Thursdays 
Topic: 2017 edition of Luther’s Small Catechism with 

Explanation  
Place: Fellowship Hall [B22]  
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 
 
 
 

Sundays 
Adult Bible Study 
Topic:   Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Christians at 

Colossae (aka Colossians)  
Place:  Fellowship Hall [Room B22] 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact:  Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 
Adults Bible Study 
Topic: Building Bridges 
Place: Lounge [F8] 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact: Dan Wille, 612-282-7321 
 

Holy Communion will be offered as part of the 
worship services that are listed in colored italic 
print. 



 Fellowship and Events 

TRINITY TIMES—OCTOBER 2018 

Youth Group 
(Grades 6 –12)  

Bowling & Laser Tag at 
PINZ 

 

All Youth in Middle School 
and High School are invited to join in for a fun 
evening of bowling, laser tag, and arcade at PINZ 
in Oakdale with pizza and devotions at church. 
 
Cost: $5/person. You can pay with cash/check at 
time of event, use your youth fund account, or 
request a scholarship. 
 

Registration guarantees your spot for this fun 
event! 

If you have questions, please contact Jill at 
jill@sstwbl.org 

Oct 14 
Sunday  

5:30pm–8:00pm 
 

Registration closes Oct 14 at 4:00pm! 

SST Blue Shirts 
 

Don't want to wait for another Servant Sunday to serve in 
our community?  You don't need to!   
 
Check our new SST Blue Shirt Opportunities on the 
bulletin board.  Sign up & join a team.  These 
opportunities are always changing. So, check often!   
 
Need a blue shirt -- let the church office or the team 
leader know before your first event.   
 
Why the name blue shirts?  It's the color of the shirts we 
wore in our community when we served on Servant Sunday 
-- and it's just kind of catchy, don't you think?   

Join Us for 
Ladies Chat Time 
October 16, 2018 

12:30pm 
  

Café Cravings 
County Road E 
White Bear Lake 

Food, Fun, Fellowship 

New Books in the Book Nook 
 

In Fiction Section: 
 
  These Healing Hills by Ann H. Gabhart 
 
  The View from Rainshadow Bay by Colleen Coble 
 
  The House at Saltwater Point by Colleen Coble 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Families, save the date for Saturday, October 27th 
from 10:00am to noon. 
 
Decorate your trunk and dress in your favorite 
Halloween costume and join us for SST's annual Trunk 
or Treat event at the church parking lot. 
 
Prizes for best trunk decoration, best costume and 
more! Voting begins at 11:00 am 
 
Enjoy the morning with pumpkin decorating, hayrides, 
games and more.  See BOO there! 

4 
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October is here and it is a busy month for all of us.  We 
are getting back into the routine after the summer 
activities. 
 
Our Guild Meeting will be on Tuesday, October 2 at 
7:00pm in the Lounge.  Your representatives to the 
District Convention in Mankato will be reporting on their 
experience at the Convention.  The ladies in the above 
picture attended the meeting and we’ll have some input 
from them as well.  Smiles on everyone’s faces so it must 
have been an enjoyable time.  Come and hear about it. 
 
The German Dinner is coming up on Oct 14th.  Workers are 
still needed.  Sign up sheets are on the bulletin 
board.  Tickets may be bought on Sunday, Sept 30th and 
the weekend of October 6th @ 5:30pm and Oct 7th after 
the services.  Funds raised from the dinner will be going to 
White Bear Food Shelf, Guild Mission Projects and a 
special needs project, maybe Hurricane Florence, etc. 
 
LWML Sunday will be observed on Sunday, October 
7th.  Thank you to Marilyn and Corrine Erickson for making 
the banner.  The theme this year is Our Rest in a Changing 
World, Psalm 62:1-8  This fits in very well with our 
November speaker. 
 
Mark Tuesday, November 13th on your calendar.  Pastor 
Ben Griffin with LINC Twin Cities will be our 
speaker.  Pastor Griffin will speak about the goal of 
empowering local leaders to start new ministries that 
engage unreached people groups. This is one of our Guild 
Missions.  He is very interesting. 
 

15th ANNUAL  GERMAN DINNER 
 

SUNDAY, OCT. 14, 2018 
 

Adults: $14.00 
Children 6-11:  $5.00 

5 & Under:  Free 
 
Seating at 11:15am and 12:30pm 

**TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE** 

DEADLINE:  Oct. 8th 

Tickets on sale at SST Sundays; Sept. 30th and Oct. 7th, 
and Saturday, Oct. 6th following the 5:30pm service. 
 
To make other arrangements to purchase tickets call: 
 
   Paulette Genz 651-426-3719 or 
   LuErna Sawyer 651-464-7820 
 
Leave your name, phone number, number of tickets, and 
which seating time. 
 

SAME GREAT MENU! 
 

With plenty of crazy antics, loads 
of fresh laughs, and spanking new 
original songs, YOU SMELL BARN 
celebrates rural life in the 
1950’s.  And, at the center of it 
all, are your favorite Church 
Basement Ladies.  Whether 
you’ve seen several versions, or 
are new to the world of the 
basement, the 7th in the Church 
Basement Ladies series is a 
musical treat for all. 

 

Sunday, November 11, 2:00 p.m. 
Ames Center – Burnsville 

Followed by 
Carbone’s Pizzeria at 5:00 p.m. 

White Bear Lake 
 

or contact Muriel Janneke at 612-709-2985 or 
mjanneke@comcast.net for tickets. 

 
Last day to pay for tickets is Sunday, October 14. 

 
Any unsold tickets will be returned the next day. 

Tickets are $33. 
We will take the SST bus and if needed, we will carpool. 
You can sign up for the show only, pizza only, or both. 

 
You are welcome to invite guests! 

Coming soon this 
month you will have 
an opportunity for 
free books.  Watch 
the Tidings for the 
date! 

mailto:mjanneke@comcast.net


Stewardship Corner 

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE 
Actual Income to General Fund in August 2018 ................... $ 43,370.00 
Actual Expenses in August 2018 ..................................... $ 53,673.00 
Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1-August 31, 2018) ........... $ 92,809.00 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1—August 31 2018) ....... $108,141.00 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense ................................. $-15,332.00 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 Average Regular Attendance in August 2018 
    Saturday 5:30pm ............................................................ 43 
    Sunday 8:00am .............................................................. 87 
    Sunday 9:45am ............................................................. 114 
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Trust – That God will provide 
 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 

him, and he shall direct thy paths.  Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
It can be very hard to trust in something with our whole 
heart and perhaps we should often be skeptical about 
what we trust. Science textbooks have to be changed on a 
regular basis as new theories are proposed and old ones 
(once considered verified) disproven. Medical studies 
prove contradictory. i.e. Years ago studies said eggs were 
bad for you, now they are good for you. Years ago coffee 
was bad for you, now it’s good for you, (At least until the 
next study.) As we approach the coming election we hear 
daily nearly every candidate claim that you can’t trust 
their opponent, but you can trust them. That ad for that 
new kitchen aid turns out to be very misleading and a 
disappointment. Yes, the world gives us many reasons to 
withhold our trust, or at least be skeptical about 
“scientific fact”, product claims, and political bluster. 
God however, does not deceive us ever. We can trust in 
him completely. He is the truth. 
 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me. 
John 14:6   

 
For the law was given through Moses;  

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. John 1:17 
 
We can trust that God will provide for our every need. 
 
And my God will supply every need of yours according to 

his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Philippians 14:19  
 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 

all,  
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 

Romans 8:32 
 
This does not mean that our life will be without difficulty. 
We must be prepared to sacrifice for our neighbor. Paul 
endured a “thorn” so that God’s power was made perfect 
in his weakness. The man blind from birth that Jesus 
healed had endured blindness so that Jesus could be 
revealed to others. But their faith provided them 
salvation, as will ours. 
 
"Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; 

For the LORD GOD is my strength and song,  
and He has become my salvation." Isaiah 12:2 

 

2018 Give A Gobble Turkey Drive 

 
 
South Shore Trinity will again show our support of the 
community by having a food drive to collect food items to 
fill Thanksgiving baskets! 
 
As in past years, please consider bringing an item or two 
from the list below to fill Thanksgiving baskets.   
 
We are collecting items from October 27th through 
November 11th. Items are due to the White Bear Area 
Emergency Food Shelf by November 12th to be able to 
distribute in time for Thanksgiving.  
 
 
Donation Items: 
 

Can of vegetables  
Box of stuffing mix 
Jar of turkey gravy 
Box of potatoes 
Box of Jell-O 
Can of fruit 
$10 grocery gift card toward meat purchase 

 
Thank you for your support of the White Bear Lake 
Emergency Food Shelf  
 
http://www.whitebearlakefoodshelf.org 



HOW TO REACH US . . . 
  

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
  

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax: (651) 653-3634 
E-mail: sstrinity@q.com 
Pastor Gehrke: pastor@sstwbl.org 
Pastor Bodin: pastordan@sstwbl.org 
  

Dial-a-Devotion: (651) 429-0078 
  
WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org 

OCTOBER 2018 A.D. 

GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
  
South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

  

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

  

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
  
Rev. Bob Gehrke ............................... Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin ............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ............................... Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach ................... Financial/Office Assistant 

Jill Wiebe ......... Director of Youth, Education & Music 

Jolene Erickson ......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak .............................. Preschool Assistant 

Casey Kaupang ......................... Preschool Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ...................... Custodial Team 

Celeste Gifford .................................. Parish Nurse 

Bethany Brandvold ................... Praise Team Leader 
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