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GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, Growing in 

Christ 

  
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered Preaching and 

Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships Family 

Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

  
WELCOME ... 

to the October edition of the 

South Shore Trinity Times. All 

activities for the month (known 

at the time of printing) are 

included. The Times is available 

the last Sunday of the month for 

pick up at church. It is also 

available at  www.sstwbl.org. 

  
CONTACT US 

Website: www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-4293 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

What a time to be alive! This month marks the 500th anniversary of the start 
of the Reformation. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, a Roman Catholic 
priest and scholar, tacked up 95 theses (or ideas he wanted to debate) on the 
door of Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. They were written in Latin 
and they were intended to be discussed at the scholarly level. The common 
peasant of the time had no idea what was going on when Martin took a 
hammer to a piece of paper and a nail on All Hallows Eve.  
 
But this singular action started a chain of reactions that has radiated through 
time and space, even impacting us here in this time and place today. It’s 
interesting to know that Martin Luther’s intent was never to start a new 
church body, but rather to make corrections in the already existing Church, 
returning the saints of Christ back to faithful worship and doctrine, 
proclaiming boldly the Gospel—the Good News of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins.  
 
But, as well intentioned as his actions were, he was met with resistance. This 
resistance eventually even caused him to be excommunicated from the 
Roman Catholic church, and Luther lived with the threat of his life being 
taken away from him. He proposed some drastic changes within the church, 
but his ideas were not novel. That’s why it’s called the reformation, and not 
the revolution. He wanted to go back—back to the faithful Christian life given 
to God’s children from the beginning, not upholding the traditions that had 
sprung up in “recent” history.  
 
Even today, we Lutherans struggle with the line between staying true to our 
roots, and while embracing innovation. Martin Luther was a master at using 
new (for the day) inventions to help teach and share the true Gospel, the 
message that has been preached and taught from the very beginning. Luther 
“went viral” using the printing press and composing cutting edge hymnody 
designed to teach the faith. He helped translate the Bible to German so it 
was more accessible to the common person. He made sweeping changes that 
upset the established authority.   
 
But as much as the Reformation glorifies a man named Luther, it really 
centers on the idea he brought back to the forefront. The Reformation is 
defined by the idea that the Gospel must predominate all that we do as 
Christians—that all are in desperate need of the forgiveness God promises 
through His son, Jesus and what he did on that cross.  
 
And, as Lutherans today, we too are faced with message of the Gospel staying 
the same through the last 500 years, though it’s important to note our 
methods of getting that message out has changed and adapted over time. 
Like in the church today, especially here at South Shore Trinity, we’ve been 
able to start to utilize technological innovations, like sending emails and 
publishing a website. We are also able to utilize social media like Facebook, 
and YouTube, and Twitter. And now we’ve even stepped into the latest 
communication innovation: Video. We’ve hired a bright young man to help 
create and edit video content to help spread the message of the Gospel.  
 
Like I said: What a time to be alive! God be with you we celebrate this 500th 
anniversary, as we look to the future, while staying true to our faith in the 
Gospel message.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Dan Bodin 



Saturday, September 30 
   5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, October 1, LWML Sunday 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45 am Contemporary Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 7 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
Sunday, October 8  
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45 am Traditional Worship 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 14 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship 
 

Sunday, October 15 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45 am Contemporary Worship 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 21 
    5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, October 22  
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45 am Traditional Worship 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, October 28 
    5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, October 29  Reformation  
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45 am Contemporary Worship 
 
 

Worship Opportunities 
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Holy Communion will be offered as part of the 
worship services that are listed in orange italic print. 

 

Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation at Concordia St. Paul 
 
Join us in celebrating the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, Oct. 28-29, 2017. The focal event for 
Reformation 500 is a festival worship service in the 
Gangelhoff Center on Sunday, Oct. 29, featuring LCMS 
President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, drama, music, and 
dance. Other exciting weekend events include the Tony-
award winning play Luther, a juried art show, a display of 
Reformation archives, and the opportunity for students 
and families to visit campus. 

This 500th anniversary celebration is co-sponsored by the 
Minnesota North and South Districts of the Lutheran 
Church―Missouri Synod and Concordia University, St. Paul. 

 

Festival Worship Service: Lord, Keep Us 
Steadfast in Your Word 
 Sunday, October 29, 2017, 4 p.m. 

 Gangelhoff Center, Concordia University, St. Paul 

 Preacher: Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison 
 
 

Additional Sunday Afternoon Events 
Oct. 29 
 Visit Reformation Reformed in the Concordia Art 

Center, a juried art show featuring Lutheran artists. 
(Exhibit open October 19 ‒ November 14.) 

 Peruse a display of Reformation Archives in the Library 
Technology Center. (Display open October 19 ‒ 
November 14.)  

 Watch “Luther” in the Buenger Education Center. 
(Sunday afternoon only.) 

 
Food Trucks and the Winget Student Life Center (dining 
hall) open and available from 12-3 p.m. 

 

CSP Theatre production: LUTHER 
 (by John Osborne) 
 Oct. 26-29, 2017 – 7:30 p.m. – E.M. Pearson Theatre 
 Directed by Mark Rosenwinkel 

An epic retelling of one of the great epochs in Western 
civilization, this play is an exploration of the larger-than-
life personality of the great reformer himself: passionate, 
fiery, and earthy. At times, this Luther is the 
quintessential “angry young man,” fighting against all the 
great powers that govern his life. Then all at once he 
reveals himself to have the sensitivity of an innocent child 
desperately in need of love and protection. In writing that 
is often raw, direct and emotional – much like the legacy 
of the historical Luther himself – the play presents a vivid 
portrait of a man whose many contradictions and personal 
struggles nevertheless led to one of the great spiritual and 
political revolutions in human history. 

TICKETS: $10 (Discounts available for students/seniors/
children under 12/CSP students, staff, faculty) 
Church groups of 10 or more receive $5 tickets. 
Tickets available at Ticketworks.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luther_(2003_film)
http://www.ticketworks.com/cgi-bin/order2/ticketworks/pages/event.php?Performance=22270


Christian Growth  
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Sunday Lessons for October 
 

Sept. 30 & October 1 
Micah 5:2-5 

2 Timothy 4:1-4 
Luke 2:1-20 

 
October 7 & 8 
Isaiah 61:1-3 

Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 1:19-35 

 
October 14 & 15 

Micah 4:1-2 
Philippians 4:4-13 

Luke 5:1-11 
  

October 21 & 22 
Isaiah 45:1-7 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 

 
October 28 & 29 
Revelation 14:6-7 
Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 or Matthew 11:12-19 

Mondays 
Women’s  Home Bible Study 
Place: Group member home 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Contact:  Judy Jarsko, 651-429-7133 
 
 

Wednesdays 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
Place: Perkins Restaurant at County Rd D & WB Ave. 
Time: 6:00-7:45 a.m.  
Contact: George Kostuch, 651-777-1096 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
A weekly study for women (member & non-member) 
Place: Upstairs (Room 2-6) 
Time: 9:30 a.m.  
Contact: LuErna Sawyer, 651-464-7820 
 

Young-at-Heart Bible Class 
Topic: A study of Christ's dying and rising in John's  
 Gospel, chapters 18-21  
Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time:    9:30 a.m.  
Contact:  Pastor Norb Streufert 
 

Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 
 

Thursdays 
Topic: “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me in Sunday School” 
Place: Fellowship Hall [B22] 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 
 

Sundays 
Adult Bible Study 
Topic:   Discussing  “The Plan” and the Scripture 

readings, hymns and songs, and sermon for the 
day   

Place:  Fellowship Hall (Room B22) 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Contact:  Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 

 
Parents of Two Year Olds and Younger  

Topic: For parents and child(ren) not yet 3 years old 
Place: Preschool room 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Leader: Trista Bodin  
 
Young Families Bible Study 

Topic: If you are responsible for the wellbeing and 
raising of little ones, this study is for you. Once 
a month, we will get together for a meal 
(please bring along a side dish to share), then 
the parents will spend time in community and 
study together, as the children enjoy some 
supervised playtime.  

Place: Lounge and Nursery 
Time: 3:30 p.m. 
Contact: Pastor Dan Bodin, 651-429-4293 

 
 

Check It 
Out 

 
 

New Books in the Book Nook 
 

 
In the History Section: 
 

The Desire of Ages by Ellen G. White 
 
 
In the Children’s Section: 
 

Carl’s Afternoon in the Park by Alexandra Day 
 
 
In the Fiction Section: 
 

The Heiress of Winterwood  by Sarah Ladd 
 
 
In the Inspiration Section: 
 

Loved & Sent by Jeff Cloeter 





 FELLOWSHIP  and OTHER EVENTS 
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Voters’ Meeting 
October 16 2016—7:00PM 

Fellowship Hall 

Don’t miss the 7th annual Trunk-n-Treat!  Everyone 
is encouraged to participate!  Decorate your car 
trunk and hand out candy to the children.  You are 
guaranteed to have a wonderful time and you may 
even bring home the traveling trophy!   
 
 

Saturday, Oct. 28th, 1-4:00pm 

I thank you dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for your kind words, 
thoughtfulness, visits, food, flowers and beautiful cards sharing God’s 
word of hope, peace and strength.  The Holy Spirit has given me 
much comfort and He has guided me continually, step-by-step, each 
day.  John 14:27 
 
P.S. My oldest sister said, “you have nice friendly people at your 
church, I know you will be cared for.” She is so right!  Thank you so 
much. 
 
 Love, Barb Olund 
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14th Annual German Dinner 
October 8 

 

The Annual German Dinner held at South Shore Trinity 
is set for October 8th.  There will be two seatings; one 
at 11:15am and the other at 12:30pm.  Tickets must be 
purchased by October 2nd and cost $14.00 for adults 
and $5.00 for children ages 6-11, under age 5 is free. 
 
Tickets will be on sale at the church on Sundays, 
September 24, October 1 and on Saturday, September 
23, following the 5:30 p.m. worship service.  To make 
other arrangements to purchase tickets, call LuErna 
Sawyer 651-464-7820 or Paulette Genz 651-426-3719.  
Funds raised from this even support the mission 
projects of Trinity Guild. 

Lunch with Jerry 
Wednesday, October 4 

11:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Lunch with Jerry, is intended to provide you with the 
opportunity to have fellowship over a good meal.  The 
meals are homemade by SST’s own Jerry Boleen. 
 
Please join us for lunch the first Wednesday of each  
month beginning October 4 and ending in May.  A 
homemade lunch and dessert is available for a free-will 
donation.   
 
All funds received support mission work of the Human 
Care Committee i.e., Meals on Wheels, Relay for Life,  
Red Cross Bloodmobile, etc. 
 
We hope to see you on the 4th! 

Background on the Hinderlies and the Luther presentation.  

   

Pastor Johan and Sonja Hinderlie have portrayed the roles 

of 16th century reformer Martin Luther and his wife 

Katarina since 1979.  

  

They present the testimony of these amazing people in full 

costume with the flavor of the Reformation time in 

Germany. Their stories reveal the theological focus of 

Luther’s teaching; sola scriptura, sola gratia, and sola 

fide. (word alone, grace alone, and faith alone). Katy also 

tells of her escape from the Nimbschen convent, life with 

Luther and coping with suffering and death in her family.  

  

The Hinderlies proclaim the gospel of the forgiveness of 

sins in Jesus Christ through these presentations while 

presenting interesting anecdotes on the life and times of 

this unusual couple.   

  

Johan is a retired Lutheran pastor.  Together they led 

Mount Carmel Ministries in Alexandria from 1984 to 2012.  

They enjoy bringing the Luther’s to life with drama and 

humor.  

Upcoming October Events: 
 Sunday, October 1—LWML Sunday 

 Sunday, October 8—German Dinner 

 Sunday, November 5—Plymouth  
    Playhouse “Looney Lutherans”  

 Sunday November 5—Ladies Night Out  
    at Carbone’s  

 Saturday, October 28—LWML Fall Conference 
Rally (see Guild bulletin board for more info) 

Come meet  
Martin & Katy Luther  
at the Trinity Guild 

meeting on Tuesday, 
October 3rd  

 
Meeting at 6:30pm 

Program at 7pm 

Thanksgiving Food Collection 
 
South Shore Trinity will again show our support of the 
community by having a food drive to collect food items for  
Thanksgiving.  Please consider bringing an item or two 
from the list below.   
 
We are collecting items from October 21nd through 
November 12th. Items are due to the White Bear Lake 
Emergency Food Shelf by November 13th to be able to be 
distributed in time for Thanksgiving.  
 
Donation Items: 
 

Can of vegetables  
Box of stuffing mix 
Jar of turkey gravy 
Box of potatoes 
Box of Jell-O 
Can of fruit 
$10 grocery gift card towards meat  
  purchase 

 
Thank you for your support of the  
White Bear Lake Emergency  
Food Shelf  
 



Stewardship Corner 

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE 
Actual Income to General Fund in August 2017 .................. $ 49,481.11 
Actual Expenses in August 2017 ..................................... $ 58,020.98 
Year-to-Date Actual Income  ....................................... $ 107,085.23 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses  ..................................... $ 111,280.23 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense .................................. $ -4,195.00 
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10 Reasons To Watch The Sunrise and 
Sunset 
Genesis 1:14-16: And God said, “Let there be lights ap-
pear in the sky to separate the day from the night. They 
will be signs to mark off the seasons, the days, and the 
years. Let their light shine down upon the earth.” And so 
it was. For God made two great lights, the sun and the 
moon, to shine down upon the earth.  

 
 
Are you stressed? Sad? In a bad mood? Need a new per-
spective? Maybe, you should try watching the sunrise one 
day before you start your day, or maybe, catch the sunset 
before you start working on your homework. You never 
know what watching the sunset and sunrise can do to you 
both mentally and physically. It has actually been proven 
to help fight against stress, depression, and anxiety, put-
ting you in a better mood throughout the day. Such a sim-
ple, free, and lovely treasure that many of us take for 
granted. Here are a few reasons you should try to catch 
the next sunset, and the rest after that. 
 
1. You will be in a better mood throughout the day.  When 

you see the sunrise or sunset, chances are that it will 
put you in a better mood. It actually has been proven 
to relieve stress and have many physical benefits, so, if 
you are having a rough day, drive to your favorite spot 
and watch your worries wash away.  

 
2. You will see colors that you never knew could exist in 

nature.  The colors the sun creates against the sky can 
be truly amazing. Take advantage of the painting it 
gives you and appreciate it. Not to mention, it makes 
for pretty fantastic pictures. Snap a few photos, but 
remember to also be present with the sunset/sunrise, 
you won't regret it.  

 
3. It will make you more grateful for the earth.  It has 

been proven that watching the sunrise and sunset gives 
you a better sense of gratitude for the earth and our 
creator. Don't forget to say thank you because you don't 
have to do anything to receive this incredible gift.  

 

4. The sunrise will bring you hope, the sunset will bring 
you peace.  Sunrise vs. Sunset. We have heard it all 
before, but which is better? Well, that is truly a matter 
of personal opinion. Luckily, we don't always have to 
choose, because we have both. To me, when I watch 
the sunrise, it brings me hope for the new day, and 
when I watch the sunset, it brings me a sense of peace 
that everything is going to be alright.  

 
5. Every single one is different.  You will never see the 

same sunset or sunrise. Every day the colors lay a little 
differently. That, to me, is pretty incredible. You nev-
er will get bored of watching, because it's always a 
different show.  

 
6. You are given one every single day, no matter if you 

are there to see it or not.  How crazy is that? While you 
are in bed, the sun still will rise. While you are watch-
ing a movie, the sun will still set. You never will not be 
able to see one the next day, and that is very reassur-
ing.  

 
7. It's your own little slice of heaven.  Sometimes, the sun 

is so beautiful, it can feel like heaven. We are blessed 
with this every day, and that's special. It's a little bit 
like heaven.  

 
8. If you aren't a morning person, that's okay, you were 

given the sunset.  I can bet that there are more sunset 
people than sunrise people, and hey, that is totally 
okay. Not a lot of people like being up at 6 a.m., so 
chances are they won't catch the sunrise. If, you are 
one of these people, don't forget there is always the 
sunset. 

 
9. If you are a morning person, well, try being outside for 

a few minutes as the sunrises, you'll be amazed at 
what it can do.  Morning people, not a lot of people 
know how they do it, but you are lucky because you 
not only can watch the sunset, but chances are, you 
are going to be up for the sunrise. This is a completely 
different experience, take advantage of your crazy 
ways. 

 
10. It's free.  The best one yet, it is absolutely free. FREE. 

Who doesn't love free things? Grab a blanket, some 
coffee, and enjoy your complimentary show. 

ATTENDANCE 
Average Regular Attendance in August 2017 
  Saturday   38 
  Sunday 8:00am 105 
  Sunday 10:45am 111 



HOW TO REACH US . . . 
 

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
 

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax: (651) 653-3634 
E-mail: sstrinity@q.com 
Pastor Gehrke: pastor@sstwbl.org 
Pastor Bodin: pastordan@sstwbl.org 
 

Dial-a-Devotion: (651) 429-0078 
 
WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org 

OCTOBER 2017 A.D. 

GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
 
South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

 

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

 

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
 
Rev. Dr. Bob Gehrke ........................... Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin .............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ................................ Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach .................... Financial/Office Assistant 

Jolene Erickson .......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak ............................... Preschool Assistant 

Brian Wagner .................................. Media Director 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ....................... Custodial Team 

Jill Wiebe .................................. Music Coordinator 

Billy Schulze ............................. Praise Team Leader 

Celeste Gifford ................................... Parish Nurse 
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