
GOD’S MISSION FOR 

SST 

• Sharing, Caring, 

Growing in Christ 

 
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered 

Preaching and 

Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships 

Family Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 
WELCOME ... 

to the June edition of 

the 

South Shore Trinity 

Times. All activities 

for the month (known 

at the time of printing) 

are included. The 

Times is available the 

last Sunday of the 

month for pick up at 

church. It is also 

available at  

www.sstwbl.org. 

 
CONTACT US 

Website: 

www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: 

sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-

4293 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
This past week, I stumbled over some convicting Bible verses. They come from a portion of 
scripture many of us have probably heard multiple times, especially at weddings. It starts, “Love is 
patient and kind, love does not envy or boast…” and it’s from 1 Corinthians 13. But that wasn’t the 
convicting part. The convicting part is the three verses that proceed that popular Bible quote:  
 
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, 
and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
 
If you ever questioned the importance of love in a Christian’s life, these three verses give brutal 
clarity. And 1 Corinthians 13 uses the Greek word “agape” which means “loving unconditionally.” 
 
We can be the sweetest talking, silver-tongued, eloquent, and persuasive speakers that ever lived, 
but if there is no love, the Bible says it’s a noisy gong or clanging cymbal. In other words, a rude 
annoyance and cause for offence—an assault on the ear. Or we can be the smartest and most 
faithful in our understanding of the Christian faith, if we’ve attended all the Bible studies, but if 
there is no love, the Bible says we are nothing. If we sacrifice everything, but not have love, we 
gain nothing and it would be a worthless act.  
 
Again, these three verses explicitly show the importance of loving others. This is supported by 1 
Corinthians 13:13, “So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love.”  
 
God’s word has the ability to cut us to the very soul, and to convict us when we’ve done wrong. 
But, secure in our forgiveness, we can also go on to serve our Lord, loving Him by loving others. 
And often times, that love of others looks like service.  
 
And, as a church, South Shore Trinity is looking for ways to serve our neighbor. We are looking 
for ways to be in the community of White Bear Lake, attending to the needs of those who could 
use some help. We want to go out and love our neighbor. One of the ways we will do this is 
coming July 29th with our first “Servant Sunday.” When we, as members of the church, go out and 
serve our community on Sunday, right after we get done worshipping our Lord. We get to go love 
our neighbors as a community of believers, sharing with them the love that God has for them.  
 
And I would appreciate volunteers to help line up some projects and people to coordinate them. 
And not only for that day, but if any idea or project comes up that would help spread the love of 
Jesus to the community, please share that idea with others and ask them to get involved. It could be 
things like making sandwiches for the homeless, visiting the homebound in your neighborhood, or 
even building a wheelchair ramp for a wounded vet.  
 
I encourage you to keep an eye out for the opportunities God is putting in your line of sight. And 
then to act.  
 
In Christ’s Service,  
 
Pastor Dan Bodin 



Saturday, June 2  
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship 
 
Sunday, June 3—Graduation Sunday 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am Praise Team Worship 
  
 
Saturday, June 9 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 
Sunday, June 10 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am Lakeside Worship  
  
 
Saturday, June 16 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship 
 
 

Sunday, June 17— Father’s Day 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am Praise Team Worship 
 
 
Saturday, June 23  
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  
 

Sunday, June 24 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am Lakeside Worship  
  

 
Saturday, June 30  
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship  

Worship and other Opportunities 
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Holy Communion will be offered as part of the 
worship services that are listed in red italic print. 

1,000 Sandwiches for the  
Homeless! 

 
The Kingdom Kids invite you to join them as they assemble 
1,000 sandwiches on June 13th beginning at 7:00pm.  
Kingdom Kids will provide the supplies.  The Kingdom Kids 
with you help last year, assembled over 2,500 sandwiches!  
We will ed with an ice-cream celebration  The sandwiches 
will be distributed right here in the Twin Cities.  Register 
online through SST’s website or email Jill at 
jill@sstwbl.org  

 
Will you help? 

 
When:  Wednesday, June 13 at 7:00pm 

 
Register at sstwbl.org or email jill@sstwbl.org 

 
 
Who can do it?  5 year olds—105 year olds!  Assembly line 
production that is easy and fun. And you can sit! 
 
What happens to the sandwiches?  These sandwiches will 
go to the Minneapolis Recreation Development. 
 
Minneapolis Recreation Development (MRD) is dedicated to 
serving the homeless community, vulnerable individuals, 
disadvantaged youth, and their families in the Twin Cities 
through three programs. Every night, founder Allan Law, 
drives throughout the Twin Cities serving people in urgent 
need in homeless shelters, and on the street. Making as 
many as 50 stops a night, he distributes donated 
sandwiches, basic necessities, and encouragement to the 
homeless from the back of the MRD minivan. He volunteers 
overnight because that’s when shelters are closed, and 
homeless people, living on the street are most vulnerable. 
He also responds to several calls a day 24/7 from people in 
crisis. 
 
On any given night there are an estimated 7,000 homeless 
people in the Twin Cities Metropolitan area, and 2,200 of 
them are children under 17. The goal of MRD is to feed, 
and provide emergency assistance to as many of them 
every day as possible. 
 

New books in the Book Nook 
 
In History Section: 
 
The Great Controversy by Ellen G. White 
 
The Dead Sea Scrolls After Forty Years by Hershel Shanks, 
James C. Vanderkam, P. Kyle McCarter Jr., and James A. 
Sanders 
 
In Fiction Section: 
 
A Breath of Hope by Lauraine Snelling 
 
The Accidental Guardian by Mary Connealy 
 



Christian Growth Opportunities 
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Wednesdays 
 
Adult Bible Study 
Discuss the Scripture readings  and give insights for the 
upcoming sermon 
 
  Place: Lounge 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. 
  Dates: Wednesdays 
  Contact:    Pastors Gehrke and Bodin 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Camps 
Concordia Academy offers a wide variety of sports camps 
for boys and girls going into grades 3—12.  The 2018 
summer camp booklet is now online through the school 
website.  Go to the main webpage at 
www.concordiaacademy.com and click on the picture that 
says Summer Athletic Camps to view the booklet and get 
more information. 
 
 
 

 

 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30am—3:30pm 

 

 

Camp Omega 
 
Welcome! 
The most valuable gift you can give a child is the 
opportunity to develop independence, self-worth, 
leadership, responsibility, and most of all, life-long faith 
in Jesus Christ.  At Camp Omega, children develop a 
stronger sense of self, others, and God; they learn how to 
navigate the world successfully; they learn resiliency; and 
they learn the value of healthy, Christ-centered 
relationships. 
 
Christ-Centered Community 
Exploring God’s Word together, the camp community 
learns to live out Jesus’ call for love and acceptance. 
 
Fun in God’s Creation 
Get outside and enjoy the fresh air while participating in 
swimming, campfires, canoeing, archery, all-camp games, 
and much more! 
 
Caring Christian 
Counselors 
Living their Christian 
faith as role models and 
mentors, our trained 
counselors help each 
camper experience a fun 
and safe environment 
while learning about 
Jesus’ love and 
compassion. 
 
Accredited by the American Camping 
Association 
This nationally recognized accreditation process focuses 
on program quality, health and safety issues.  As a part of 
this process, Camp Omega submits to an independent 
appraisal by regional camp experts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Visit www.CampOmega.org for more information. 

 
E-mail:  info@CampOmega.org 

Phone:  507-685-4266 
Web site:  www.CampOmega.org 

 



Here at South Shore Trinity Preschool we LOVE 

to read books with the children.  We read books 
at carpet time, reading time and in our literacy 

center.  Do you have any children in your life you 

would like to read to?  Although we spend a lot 

of time with books at school, reading at home is 

just as important to a child’s growth!   

Reading is a very important activity you can do 
with a child.  Reading to them increases the 

number of words and sounds available to them, 

fostering cognitive, emotional, social and even 

physical development.  Most importantly reading 

can increase a child’s knowledge of the Bible, as 
well as influence their spiritual relationship with 

God, family and friends! 

Reading builds relationships between the child 

and adult.  When adults read to children they 

are not only learning to identify pictures and 

learning new words, but building a close and 

caring contact with the adult. 

Reading books to children also provides diverse 

experiences with people and places that can 
increase the child’s awareness of the world 

around them.  By encouraging these pre-reading 

skills, a child’s positive experience with books 

helps them build a foundation for a life-long love 

for reading! 

By reading Bible stories to children they can 
learn about God’s love for them and God’s love 

for others.  Children learn to share that love 

with others through reading Bible stories.  A 

Children’s Bible or Bible stories with pictures 

help the child to make a mental picture.  
Creating a mental picture for the child helps to 

make the story a reality.  Whenever a Bible 

story is read to a child it is important for them 

to understand that all stories from the Bible 

are real and really did happen! 

 

What are the best books to read to my 

toddler or preschool aged child?  In reading 
with children it is good to use books known as 

“predictable books”.  These books provide 

repetition, rhyme and rhythm in their dialogue.  

Repeated readings help children become more 

fluent readers.  With the use of repeated 
readings children’s comprehension deepens each 

time the book is read.  An example of a book 

using repetition is Bear Wants More.  Books 

that use rhyme and rhythm have a strong beat. 

Rhyme and rhythm is typically used at the end 
of each line, within lines, or in another poetic 

scheme.  An example is:  Bill Martin Jr’s, Adam 

Adam What Do You See? 

Some fun Biblical books to read with children 

are, God Gave Us the World  by Lisa Tawn 

Bergen or God Made Me by Helen Haidle.  
Concordia Publishing House makes great literacy 

pieces with applicable Bible stories. 

Set up a routine of reading books or a Children’s 

Bible with your child on a daily basis.  Read at 

rest time or before your child falls asleep at 

night.  Be a good role model —pick up the Bible 

or a book to read yourself!   

Summer presents the perfect opportunity for 

visits to the library with the little ones in your 
life.  May God bless your summer experiences!  

Books!  Books!  Books! 

June 2018 

SST PRESCHOOL NEWS! 

South Shore 
Trinity Preschool 

Upcoming Preschool Dates: 

  

August 6—10: 

Vacation Bible School from 
9am-12noon 

Register your child online 
at: 

www.sstwbl.org  

Look for the Shipwrecked 

Icon 

Registration is filling up 
fast! 

  

  
Contact:  

Jolene Erickson,  
Preschool Director 

651.429.4293 ext. 106               
or  

jolene@sstwbl.org 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  



 FELLOWSHIP  and OTHER EVENTS 
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Learn to Ring 
 

Mini Bell sessions will be held twice this summer where you 
can learn to ring handbells and then play in Worship. It's 
going to be a fun time!  Sign up for one session or sign up 
for both!  No experience necessary.  We will begin with the 
basics.  Kids entering 4th grade in the fall of 2018 - adults 
are welcome.   To Register, please email Jill@sstwbl.org or 
signup under registrations through SST's website. 
 
 
1st session:  June 27 & 28 -- Meet 9-Noon.  Snack during 
break will be provided.   
 
2nd session:  July 26 & August 2 -- 9 am - Noon.  Snack 
during break will be provided.   
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THEME FOR THE MONTH 

FAITHFULNESS IN PRESENTING 
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

 GUEST PREACHER 
The Reverend James Bender 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Hudson, WI 
Saturday/Sunday, June 16/17 

TRINITY TIDINGS ARTICLES 
June 2/3- Women’s Groups at South Shore Trinity 
June 9/10- The Trinity Guild (Ladies’ Aid Society) 
June 16/17- The Anna Altar Guild/The Banner Committee 
June 23/24- God’s Gardeners (The Garden Committee) 
June 30/July 1– Servant Events to Mexico & Biloxi 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Feed My Starving Children 

(See article elsewhere in newsletter) 

A PEEK AT OUR PAST 

CAPITAL FUND DRIVES 
     South Shore Trinity Lutheran Church had 4 Capital Fund Drives 
from 1991-2005: “A Time To Build”, “A Time To Continue”, “A 
Time To Renew”, and “A Time To Grow”.  
     The “A Time To Build” Capital Fund Drive resulted in a new 
facility, replacing the 1952 remodeled first church building 
providing classrooms, choir room, youth space, preschool area, 
meeting rooms, etc. The dedication took place on October 18, 
1992. 
     The “A Time To Continue” Capital Fund Drive continued the 
growing and renewing of our physical church property. 
     The “A Time To Renew” Capital Fund Drive resulted in a re-
newed sanctuary, which included the reconstruction of the out-
dated sanctuary, a new roof, and air conditioning. The dedica-
tion took place on January 21, 2001. 
     The “A Time To Grow” Capital Fund Drive, a mortgage reduc-
tion drive, was focused on growing the ministry. 

75th Anniversary Committee Co-chairs 
Celeste Gifford & Ed Lundgren 

For the LORD is good; His steadfast                
love endures forever, and His faithfulness                 

to all generations.    –Psalm 100:5 

Feed My Starving Children  
Mission of the Month for June 

 
Feed My Starving Children is our Mission of the Month for 
June.  Many of our members have helped pack meals in 
the past for FMSC.  Our Kingdom Kids and Trinity Guild 
ladies have packed meals and almost anyone else can help 
assemble meals for children around the world who have 
little or nothing to eat every day. The meals are 
scientifically designed to meet the nutritional needs of 
children who have experienced chronic hunger. Feed My 
Starving Children then distributes these meals throughout 
the world to school feeding programs, orphanages, 
medical clinics, training/vocational programs, and centers 
of worship.   
 
 More children die of undernutrition than of AIDS, malaria, 
and tuberculosis combined. It is estimated that 6,200 
children die EACH DAY because they don’t have enough 
food. In Haiti some families mix clay dirt with water, oil, 
and salt to make “clay cookies” and feed these to their 
hungry children so they will have full stomachs. Tim lives 
in a very poor village in Myanmar (formerly Burma).  His 
parents can’t care for him.  After hearing that FMSC was 
giving away food (MannaPak Rice), he walked 5 miles to 
get the food and hear stories about Jesus.  He says he 
likes the taste of the food, and says that now “Jesus lives 
in his heart”. 
 
Please pray for the success of groups like FMSC who are 
providing food for the hungry around the world.  Your 
contribution to FMSC will help purchase food to feed 
hungry children.  Look for coming information on the date 
planned during June for our members to pack meals for 
Feed My Starving Children. 

mailto:Jill@sstwbl.org
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The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of the Lutheran  
Church – Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to  
use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

Trinity Guild 

Ladies, 
 
We are off to “Feed My Starving Children” on Wednesday, 
June 6th.  We will meet at South Shore Trinity at 8:45am.  
We will pack food from 9:30 until 11:30am.  Then we are 
off to enjoy lunch at Perkins before returning home.  
Come and SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS!! 
 
Items are still being collected for “Gifts from the 
Heart” (Baby and Hospice Kits—Info on the Guild bulletin 
board.)  We will continue collecting until June 10th then 
we will be packing up the kits to be taken to the MN South 
District Convention on June 29th and 30th.  
 
Several of the ladies have continued to tie fleece quilts.  
If you wish to do so, contact Joanne Lundgren, she will 
supply you with what you need.  The quilts will be 
delivered to Central Lutheran School in September. 
 
 LuErna Sawyer 

Hospice Kit 
 

Please follow these directions carefully. 
 
New or very gently used 

• 1—bath towel 
 52” - 54” long 

• 1—wash cloth 
 
New items: 

• 1—bath-size bar of soap 

• Wrapped, unscented, i.e., Dove Unscented 
for Sensitive Skin 

• 1 toothbrush 

• In original individual packaging 

• 1—”pick” style comb 

• 6—Band-Aids—banded together 

• 1—jar or tube of Petroleum jelly 

• 4 oz. or larger, lid taped 

• 1—pair heavy-duty household gloves 

• Kitchen-type, size medium 

• Christian Tract, Mustard Seed, etc. 

• Nail clippers 
 

 Lay items on the towel and fold towel to enclose 
everything. 

 Place the wrapped items in a 2 gallon or larger 
“Ziploc” plastic bag. 

 Include note: “Hospice Kit” so that it is visible 
through the bag.  Squeeze the air out of the bag 
before sealing. 

75th Anniversary Cookbooks 
 

There are still cookbooks available.   
See Joanne Lundgren or LuErna Sawyer on 
Sunday mornings and they can help you. 

The cost is $10/book. 
Corrections to the cookbooks are also 
available on the cabinet outside the 

church office. 



Stewardship Corner 

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE  
Actual Income to General Fund in April 2018 ..................... $ 61,385.02 
Actual Expenses in April 2018 .......................................... 65,464.43 
Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1—April 2018) ................. 642,290.49 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1—April 2018) ............... 631,759.88 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense .................................. $ 10,530.61 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Average Regular Attendance in April 2018 
  Saturday ........................................................................... 38 
  Sunday 8:00am .................................................................. 114 
  Sunday 10:45am ................................................................ 137  
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The Joy of Prayer 
 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12 
 

Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 

 
One old Irish blessing goes: 

 
May God give you:  

 
For every storm, a rainbow,  

For every tear, a smile,  
For every care, a promise,  

And a blessing in each trial.  
For every problem life sends,  

A faithful friend to share,  
For every sigh, a sweet song,  

And an answer for each prayer. 
 
Well God did give us rainbows to remind us of his promise. He gave us Jesus to share and carry our sorrows. He has 
blessed us not only with each sweet song but with every joy in life, and does answer our prayers. We need only open our 
eyes and hearts to him to enjoy his love.  
 
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know 
that he hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him. 1 John 5:14-15. 

 
God answers every prayer that aligns with His will. We may be confident that He will answer our prayers if we are motivated 
out of love for Him and our neighbors. 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 
 
 
 

 

https://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=1%20John%205%3A14-15&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=https://www.allaboutprayer.org/bible.htm


HOW TO REACH US . . . 
 

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
 

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax: (651) 653-3634 
E-mail: sstrinity@Q.com 
Pastor Gehrke: pastor@sstwbl.org 
Pastor Bodin:  pastordan@sstwb.org 
 

Dial-a-Devotion: (651) 429-0078 
 
WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org 
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GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
 
South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

 

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

 

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
 
Rev. Bob Gehrke ................................ Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin .............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ................................ Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach .................... Financial/Office Assistant 

Jolene Erickson .......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak ............................... Preschool Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ....................... Custodial Team 

Celeste Gifford ................................... Parish Nurse 

Jill Wiebe .......... Director of Education, Music & Youth 

John Dolde ............................... Praise Team Leader 
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