
GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, and 

Growing in Christ 

 
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered 

Preaching and 

Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships 

Family Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 
WELCOME ... 

to the January edition of 

the South Shore Trinity 

Times.  All activities for 

the month (known at the 

time of printing) are 

included. The Times is 

available the last Sunday 

of the month for pick up 

at church. It is also 

available at 

www.sstwbl.org. 

 
CONTACT US 

Website:  

   www.sstwbl.org 

Email address:  

   sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone:  

   651-429-4293 

TRINITY      TIMES 
SOUTH SHORE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Sharing  •  Caring  •  Growing in Christ 

JANUARY 2019 A.D.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
“Where do you see yourself in five years?” is an interview question that can make or 
break a job interview, and the answer can sometimes mean the difference between 
being hired, or passed over for another candidate. But, honestly, it can be hard to 
know, or to even articulate intelligently, exactly what you think your life will look 
like in 1,820 days.  
 
When a job interviewer asks that question, they want to understand more about your 
career goals and how this position would fit into your grand plan. Which means they 
want to know your long-term career goals, and by knowing that, that should help 
them to know who is motivated, proactive, and likely to stick around and to work 
hard if hired.  
 
In essence, they want to know the vision you have for your life. For some workers, 
their vision is to just have a job so they can buy food and pay rent. They don’t nec-
essarily care about the work, they just want to survive. But others may have spent a 
great deal of time dreaming, imagining, planning, hoping, and working toward their 
own version of success. And it is having a vision that is key.  
 
Jon Gordon, speaker and author of books on the topics of leadership, culture, sales, 
and teamwork, said “We must create a positive vision for the road ahead. It is so 
important to create that vision, because if you can see it, you can create it. It all 
starts with your vision.” He also said, “Every invention, project, creation, and 
transformation starts with an idea, an imagination, and a vision of what’s possible. 
History shows us that if you can see it, you can create it.”  
 
Now, having a clearly defined vision in your personal life, or in the business world, is 
one thing. But when it comes to the Church, vision is going to be different, namely 
because God is at the center of it. It’s God setting the tone, and helping us to see 
what it is He wants us to see, and to serve in ways he wants us to serve. Because, 
ultimately this is His church, and we get to be part of it.  
 
That’s not to say we are completely in the dark when it comes to vision. In fact, 
when God’s vision and our vision for the future of this church is aligned, amazing 
things are going to happen. Because this vision belongs to all of us. It doesn’t just 
belong to God, or the Pastors, or the Executive Committee, or the Visioning Task 
Force, or to the Planning Board, or the Voter’s assembly. This vision belongs to the 
entire family of believers here at South Shore Trinity, every family member, who 
also happens to be Disciples of Jesus here in this place at this time. This vision also 
belongs to those who are yet to come.  
 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, God is going to have us grow in ways we never had ex-
pected, and have us learn things about His love we hadn’t even thought of, and He 
will show us things we didn’t think were possible. 
 
So, like our predecessors before us had a vision for the future of South Shore Trinity 
that has brought us all the way to the start of our 76th year, may we look forward to 
the future of South Shore Trinity with eyes of hope, knowing God has a firm grasp on 
His church and that He knows exactly where we’re going.  

 
In His grip,  
 
+Pastor Dan Bodin 



 
 
  

Saturday, January 5 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, January 6—The Epiphany of our Lord 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 10:45 am Praise Team Worship with Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, January 12 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, January 13 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 10:45 am Worship and Holy Communion  
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, January 19 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, January 20—Life Sunday 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 10:45 am Praise Team Worship with Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, January 26 
 5:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, January 27 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship  
 10:45 am Worship with Holy Communion 

 
 
 

 

Worship Opportunities 
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Wednesdays 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
A weekly study for women (member & non-member) 
Theme:   Our Awesome God 
Place: Upstairs [2-6] 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact: LuErna Sawyer, 651-464-7820 
 
 

Young-at-Heart Bible Class 
Topic: An Epiphany Study of Mark, Chapter 1-8 
Place: Lounge [F8] 
Time: 9:30am  
Contact:  Pastor Norb Streufert 
 
 

Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 
 

6th—8th Grade Confirmation 
Place:   2-6 (7/8th grade classroom) 
Time: 7-8:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Bodin, 651-429-4293  

PastorDan@sstwbl.org 
 
8th—9th Grade Confirmation 
Place: Youth Room 
Time: 6:45pm 
Contact: Pastor Bob Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 Pastor@sstwbl.org 
 
 

Thursdays 
Topic: 2017 edition of Luther’s Small Catechism with 

Explanation  
Place: Lounge [F8] 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 
 
 

Sundays 
Adult Bible Study 
Topic:   Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Christians at 

Colossae (aka Colossians)  
Place:  Fellowship Hall [Room B22] 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact:  Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 
 
High School Youth Bible Study 
Place: Youth Room 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact: Pastor Dan Bodin 
 
Young Families Small Group 
Topic: If you are responsible for the wellbeing and 

raising of little ones, this study is for you.  
  Once a month, we will get together for a meal 

(please bring along a side dish to share), then 
the parents will spend time in community and 
study together, as the children enjoy some 
supervised playtime.  

Date: To be determined 
Place: Fellowship Hall and Nursery 
Time: 3:30– 6:30pm 
Contact: Elizabeth Kyllo, 507-514-2950 
 emkyllo@hotmail.com 

Epiphany Series Starting January 9 
 
The world around us tends to delete Christmas right after 
December 25, and move on to the next thing (Valentine’s 
Day).  But if our celebration of Christmas centers in the 
birth of Christ Jesus, the Epiphany season (beginning 
January 6) is a direct follow-through of His 
coming.  Epiphany (appearance, revealing) points us for 
example to Jesus’ public ministry-- teaching and healing 
and helping all kinds of people.  The first half of Mark’s 
Gospel presents a compact, dynamic narrative of this 
ministry, and will be the basis for the 8-week series in the 
Young-at-Heart Bible Class beginning January 9:  Christ 
Jesus God’s Son in Action.  An Epiphany Study of Mark, 
Chapters 1-8.  We’ll be looking for ways in which our Lord 
Jesus sustains us today with His words and actions, 
showing might and mercy.  The class meets on 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Lounge (1st floor near west 
entrance), led by Pastor Norb Streufert. 
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January Voters’ Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

January 21, 2019 

Fellowship Hall 

Offering Envelopes 
 
Now that the new 2019 offering envelopes are here, 
it would be very helpful if all members/disciples 
would use their envelopes to aid in the “counting/
accounting/recording” process.  The envelope 
numbers are used to record your giving record. And 
they make it an easier task in case any questions or 
problems arise.  If you happen to forget your 
envelope, it would be much appreciated if you wrote 
your envelope number in the memo portion of your 
check or on the “Pew” envelope if that is what you 
are using. This would be greatly appreciated.  Thank 
you!   
 
Jayne Kurpius, Financial Secretary 

Welcome to the White Bear Lake Area 
 
We present new home owners in the immediate White 
Bear Lake and Mahtomedi area with a welcome bag to 
welcome them to the community and help them get 
assimilated.  The bag is a reusable shopping bag with our 
name and logo on it.  The bag contains general 
information about the community, a list of churches, list 
of day cares, list of preschools, etc.  There is also a letter 
from SST welcoming them to their new home and 
encouraging them to find a church home.  The hope is that 
they will become involved with a church, possibly SST. 
 
We need your help to fill the bags and deliver them to the 
homes each month.  If you would like to help out, please 
join us on Saturday, January 12th at 9:30am in the 
Fellowship Hall at church or contact the church office or 
George Gifford for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t miss out!!! 

 
Sunday January 27, 2019 

12:00 – 2:00pm 
 
SST soup/chili cook-off 

and dessert contest  
      
Feel free to make more than one dish 
 
Join the Fun – cook, create and enjoy all of the great 
food.  Even if you don’t make anything we want you to 
come eat and enjoy the fellowship.  Bring the family! 
 
The benefit:  Great food, wonderful Fellowship, Free 
Food, You have the opportunity to judge the entries and 
choose your favorite food. 
 
Juice, Water, Coffee bread and crackers will be 
provided. 
 
Please contact Terry Borkenhagen or Jennifer L. Carlson 
if you have any questions. 
 

We hope to see you there!!! 
 
 
 
 

Registration opened December 
15th for youth (grades 6+ in the 
fall 2019) for SST’s summer 
program “Say what you Walk, 
Live what you Talk”.  
Registration spots are filling 
quickly.  This program allows 
youth to serve in the community 
in the morning, have bible study 
and fellowship in the afternoon.  
A flyer is on the cabinet outside 
the office.  Additional 
information is available online 
with the registration information: 

https://sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/
events/175263 
 

https://sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/175263
https://sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/175263


OUR STAFF . . . 
 
Rev. Dr. Bob Gehrke ........................... Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin .............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ................................. Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach.................... Financial/Office Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ....................... Custodial Team 

Jolene Erickson .......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak ............................... Preschool Assistant 

Jill Wiebe .......... Director of Education, Youth & Music 

Celeste Gifford ................................... Parish Nurse 

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE 
 

Actual Income to General Fund in November  ................... $ 50,778.51 
Actual Expenses in November  ...................................... $ 39,153.29 
Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1—November 30) ........... $ 324,300.25 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1—November 30) ......... $ 331,462.61 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense .................................. $ -7,162.36 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Average Attendance in November 2018 
  Saturday ....................................................................... 48 
  Sunday 8am .................................................................. 123 
  Sunday 10:45am ............................................................. 126 

Youth Sub Sandwich Fundraiser 
 
Youth will be taking orders for sub sandwiches before/
after services on the following weekends in January:  
19/20 & 26/27.   
 
Sub sandwiches will be available to pickup Superbowl 
weekend – February 2/3 after worship services.   

 Upcoming Youth Events: 
 

January 4th  – Feed My Starving Children  (meet at church 
7:15 p.m.)  Register online at https://
sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/179496 
  
January 6th  – National Youth Group Participant meeting 
after 10:45 church – youth room. 
  
January 13th – Snow tubing at Green Acres – meet at SST at 
2 p.m.  Register online at https://
sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/179501 
  
January 20th – Broomball on the lake, hot chocolate and 
Bible study.  2-4 p.m. 
  
January 27th – Fellowship & Study – youth room 6:30-8:00 

 

Fun and Fellowship 

Friday, Jan. 25th 
Indoor Movie Nite 
Showing “Lorax” 
 
Doors open at 6pm 
The movie starts 
at 6:30pm. 
 
Popcorn and other delicious snacks  
provided. 
 
See you there! 

https://sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/179496
https://sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/179496
https://sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/179501
https://sstwbl.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/179501

