
 

 

GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, Growing in 

Christ 

 
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered Preaching and 

Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships Family 

Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 
WELCOME ... 

to the August edition of the 

South Shore Trinity Times. All 

activities for the month (known 

at the time of printing) are 

included. The Times is available 

the last Sunday of the month 

for pick up at church. It is also 

available at  www.sstwbl.org. 

 
CONTACT US 

Website: www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-4293 

TRINITY      TIMES 
SOUTH SHORE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Sharing  •  Caring  •  Growing in Christ 

AUGUST 2016 A.D.  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Our Mission Statement is Sharing, Caring, Growing in Christ!  This Fall I 
hope you will join me as I grow in my relationship with Jesus Christ by 
reading and discussing God’s plan for you and me and all the other sinners 
who have ever lived and are yet to live!  Even though I have read through 
the Bible several times from the beginning to the end, I still learn a lot 
when I read it again and again.  So, whether you’ve rarely opened up a 
Bible or you’ve read through the Bible numerous times I hope and pray that 
you will prayerfully consider joining us as we begin following “the Plan” in 
September.    
 
I am thankful Revs. Kurt Klaus and Chris Kollmann from our sister church, 
Messiah in Mounds View, who wrote this comprehensive study of God’s Word 
beginning with Genesis were willing to share their hard work with us. On 
page 3 of this newsletter you can read what Rev. Klaus wrote to introduce 
“The Plan” to their congregation three years ago.  I believe the same thing 
could have happened in our congregation!  That’s why I believe it is 
important for us, as a congregation, to unite around this wonderful book 
that our awesome God inspired thousands of years ago!  It was written to 
help us learn more about Him and His desire to save us after Adam and Eve 
brought sin, death, and condemnation to all people when they disobeyed 
God! 
 
In September you will be able to receive a booklet that will outline the first 
part of the Plan. It will go from September 8th through January 5th.  The 
booklets will help you to know what to read or what to listen to.  You can 
sign up to be notified by Facebook every morning to have the readings 
available.  In addition, we will have CDs of the readings if you would rather 
hear someone read the lessons to you using that medium.   
 
On Sunday mornings at 9:30 I will lead a Bible study of the Scripture 
readings for the previous week.  I will be happy to answer your questions in 
class or read your question in class if you are uncomfortable asking in a 
large group.  I do not believe there are any stupid questions. If I don’t know 
the answer, I will do my best to answer your question or to try and get an 
appropriate  answer for you by the next week.   
 
Our friends at Messiah have provided a wonderful opportunity for us to 
Grow in Christ!  I hope and pray that you will be able to do so and invite a 
friend to join you! 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
 
Pastor Bob Gehrke 



Thursday, August 4 
 6:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, August 7 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am Lakeside Worship (weather permitting) 
  
Thursday, August 11 
 6:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
Sunday, August 4 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 9:30 am Praise Team Worship with Holy Communion 
  
Thursday, August 18 
 6:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, August 21 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am Lakeside Worship (weather permitting) 
 
Thursday, August 25 
 6:30 pm Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, August 28 
 8:00 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 
 9:30 am Praise Team Worship with Holy Communion 

Worship Opportunities 
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Sunday Lessons for August 
 

August 7 
Genesis 15:1-6 

Hebrews 11:1-16 
Luke 12:22-34 

 
August 14 

Jeremiah 23:16-29 
Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3 

Luke 12:49-53 
 

August 21 
Isaiah 66:18-23 

Hebrews 12:4-24 
Luke 13:22-30 

 
August 28 

Proverbs 25:2-10 
Hebrews 13:1-17 

Luke 14:1-14 
 

 

Lakeside Worship Services 
 

During the month of August we have the opportunity to 
worship our awesome God outdoors at the park directly 
across from the church, Bellaire Beach.   
 
Bring a chair or blanket to sit on and join us for 
Lakeside worship at 9:30 a.m. on August 7 and 28. 
  
If the weather interferes, worship will be held inside 
the church. 

Installation of newly elected officers July 3 

Rooted * Celebrating * Growing” campaign for Camp Omega 
 

Camp Omega is one of the finest outdoor ministries our Minnesota South District provides for children and 
families.  It is located about 1 ½ hours from SST, southwest of Northfield, north of Waterville, Minnesota.  A number of 
disciples of Jesus at SST have been involved in a variety of ministries at the camp over the past fifty years.  Camp 
Omega provides a beautiful outdoor setting and programs where Christ’s love has been shared, where faith has been 
nurtured and where lives of children and families have been strengthened in the Christian faith. 

Camp Omega is looking  forward to constructing a new adult/family retreat center that will keep their ministry 
strong and financially viable.  This retreat center will enable Camp Omega to touch more lives than ever as adults and 
families begin to retreat in a more significant manner at camp.  

In the next few weeks you will learn more about the Rooted * Celebrating * Growing” campaign.  We hope and 
pray that your commitment to ministry will encourage you to become involved in this campaign.  
 



Christian Growth Opportunities 
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Wednesdays 
 
Men’s Bible Breakfast  
An early morning Bible study and breakfast for men. 
Place: Perkins on County Road D, Maplewood 
Time: 6:00 a.m. 
Contact: George Kostuch, 651-777-1096 
 
Pastors Adult Bible Class 
A look at the scripture readings for the coming 

weekend 
Place: Lounge 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Contact: Pastor Bob or Pastor Dan, 651-429-4293 
 
 
Attention Bible Study Leaders:  Please inform the 
church office of when your study group will be starting 
back up in the fall, what you will be studying, and 
other information you’d like to share.  Information 
provided to the church office by August 15th will be in 
the September newsletter. 

All SST Worship & Picnic 
 

Sunday, September 11, 9:30am - 2pm 
 

9:30am All church worship in the sanctuary 
10:30am-2pm fellowship, food and fun!  South 
Shore Trinity & Bellaire Beach (rain or shine) 

 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, Kool-aid, paper 
plates, cups and plasticware provided by the 
Fellowship Board.  Please bring a dish to share! 
 
There will be two (2) bounce houses this year.  
One for smaller kids and one for the bigger kids! 

Additional information to come.  

COMING TO SST IN THE FALL 
 

 
The staff at Messi-
ah Lutheran was 
sitting around the 
break table eating 
lunch one day 
when the conver-
sation turned to 
the books people 
were reading in 
their spare time. 
Mrs. Shirley Bey-
er, our preschool 

director, told us about a book she had recently picked up at 
the local Christian book store and how amazed she was at 
the content. “I can’t believe it.” she said, “It has kidnap-
ping, murder, rape, incest, adultery, theft, child abuse, 
grave robbery, perjury, false imprisonment, blackmail, ar-
son, suicide...” As she recounted the impressive list of de-
bauchery in the book, Pastor Kollmann blurted out in 
amazement, “What are you reading, the Bible?!?!” 
    After we stopped the uncontrollable laughter and wiped 
the tears from our eyes, two things dawned on us. First, all 
those terrible things really are in the Bible. Many people, 
when they think of the Bible, think of the sanitized kids sto-
ries that we read as children. We forget that the Bible is a 
real book, recounting real people, with real sins, and the 
God who saved us all. The Bible doesn’t white wash the he-
roes of the faith or the things they did. On the contrary, it 
puts them right out there on display so that the world can 
know the seriousness of sin and the unbelievable grace of a 
God who would give His Son to forgive that sin. 
    Secondly, we realized that a majority of Christians, even 
if they do know the accounts, see those accounts as sepa-
rate isolated stories with no real connection to each other. 
When in reality, all the stories of the Bible come together 
to tell how God put a plan into motion to save humanity. A 
plan that begins with Adam and Eve, then moves to Abra-
ham, then to David, then to the prophets, then to God’s Son 
who was promised to all of them and foretold by many of 
them. 

It is not a clean and tidy account. It is a plan that 
will use gossips, doubters, betrayers, murderers, and worse. 
Not because God approves of those things, he hates all sin, 
but because we have a remarkable God who can take sinful 
people and work miracles with them. A God who moves 
from the fall into sin through the cross to you. That marvel-
ous story is what this reading series is about. 

God’s Word is an amazing and wonderful telling of 
God’s plan of salvation. May He bless you as you grow 
stronger in Him and His Word. 
 
                         Christ’s servant and yours, 
 
                                       Rev. Kurt R. Klaus 
                                       Senior Pastor – Messiah Lutheran 

New Series Starting September 14 
in the Young-at-Heart Bible Class 

  
In times of personal affliction, or when threatened by 
danger, we may wonder:  What's going to happen 
next?  How long will these problems last?  Does God have 
a plan for my life?  The God whom we know through Jesus 
cares deeply about us and our troubles, and helps us.  He 
speaks to us, for example, in uplifting portions of the 
Scriptures such as 1 Peter, which we will be exploring 
this fall in the series, "Christ Gives Us Hope and Pur-
pose."  Our hope is based on the risen Lord, not on our up
-and-down feelings. He won the victory over sin and 
death, and is ruling now over everything in order to bless 
us who are baptized into Him.  By His Spirit He moves us 
to trust His guarding, guiding hands for all the details of 
the future, including His Coming at the End to call us 
home.  The result of His shepherding is that we serve 
Him as we serve people, discovering that this is the pur-
pose of our life. What huge blessings we have from Christ
--a living hope and a purpose for living!  We invite you to 
grasp these gifts again during the 10-week series, begin-
ning September 14. We meet on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Lounge (1st floor near the west entrance), led by 
Pastor Norb Streufert.  



1. Your child is offered developmentally appropriate activities. 

2. We offer a great child to teacher ratio. 

3. Your child is immersed in a faith-based environment. 

4. Your child will learn through hands on experiences. 

5. We offer a bus service for those who need transportation. 

6. We have half-day and full-day options. 

Why choose South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Preschool? 

 

South Shore Trinity Preschool 

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Preschool 

 
 

2480 South Shore Boulevard 
White Bear Lake, MN  55110 

 
To learn more, please contact: 

Jolene Erickson 
Preschool Director and  

Lead Teacher 
 

Phone:  651-429-4293 
Email:  Jolene@sstwbl.org 
Website:  www.sstwbl.org 
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Care Packages 
 

Are you heading off to college this fall?  If so, please get 
your college mailing address to the church office.  You’ll 
not only receive the monthly newsletter, but a couple 
times throughout the year, groups like to send off “Care 
Packages” to our college students.  You don’t want to miss 
out! 
 
 
 

Church Directory 
 

We are updating the Church Directory and it will be 
available Rally Day.  If nothing has changed for you, we 
will print your information exactly as we have it now.  If 
something needs to be corrected or changed, please 
contact the church office via e-mail at: sally@sstwbl.org 
or call the church office at 651-429-4293.  Besides your 
name, address and home phone number, we print cell 
phone numbers and e-mail addresses.   
 

Please help us keep our records current by letting the 
church office know of any changes as they occur. 
 

Musicians – you are always 
wanted and needed for our 

worship services.  Do you play 
an instrument? Our music 

coordinator has many 
opportunities for musicians!  
Please contact Jill Wiebe to 
use your talents in worship. 

MUSIC NEWS  
 

“O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation.” 

 
Calling all Kids grades 1-8 – it’s almost 
time for Kingdom Kids again! 
 
Kingdom Kids will begin meeting again 
on Wednesday, September 14th.  Join 
us at 5:30 p.m. to eat, followed by 
fellowship and singing.  Any questions, 
please contact Jill Wiebe 651-335-2793 
or jbwiebe@aol.com. 

 
Chancel Choir begins September 7th at 7:00 p.m.  We’d 
love to have you join us!   We sing a variety of music in 
worship and look forward to having anyone interested to 
join us this fall! Call or email Jill Wiebe (jbwiebe@aol.com 
or 651-335-2793) with any questions. 

 
Vesper Bells begins August 31 (Wednesday) at 6:00 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m. then moves to Thursdays at 5:45 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m. on September 8.  We will have several openings 
this year. We welcome ages 9-99.  If you want to give 
ringing a try – please contact Sharon Calhoun at 651-426-
2592 or sharoncalhoun@q.com     
  
 
On Sunday, September 18 the Men's Choir will begin their 
fall rehearsals at 10:45 a.m. (following the Education 
Hour) upstairs in the choir room.  If you enjoy singing, we 
hope you will prayerfully consider joining us.  We have 
lots of chairs and there is no tryout requirement!  The 
choir is open to all men including high school and college 
students.  We hope to see you there!  Call Kathy 
Lystig  (651-777-3205) if you have questions. 

Men’s Choir 
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MN South District of LWML 26th Annual Convention met in 
Mankato, MN June 24-26.  Theme: “The Living Word.”  All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, re-
buking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work (2nd Timothy 3:16-17 NIV). 
 

As always the convention was an uplifting experience and 
celebrating Jesus’ love for us.  All together 360 strong 
including 15 pastors joined us.  Emmie Boleen and Nancy 
Benson were South Shore Trinity delegates, Celeste 
Gifford, Muriel Janneke and Mary Torno joined our South 
Shore Trinity delegates. 
 

Praise the Lord! By His grace, the LWML has exceeded 
the MN South mite goal for the last Biennium.  The excess 
of over $5,000.00 has been added to the current 2016-
2018 mite goal of $265,000.00.  We were informed if 
each LWML member contributed only 3 cents per day our 
mite goal could be easily met. 
 

The following 13 Mission Grants were chosen:  
 

1.   Support for Domestic Programs (The Dwelling). 
2.   Tuition assistance for students seeking a Lutheran 

high school education. 
3.   Concordia Seminary at St. Louis - food bank. 
4.   Current Mission The Time is Now!. 
5.   MNSO student aid scholarships. 
6.   Concordia Seminary Food Coop in Fort Wayne. 
7.   Trinity Hope. 
8.   Camp Omega Capital Campaign. 
9.   Lutheran Special Education Ministries. 
10.   Soldiers of the Cross. 
11.   Catechisms for Sudan & Minnesota’s Sudanese Im-

migrants. 
12.   Lutheran Seminary in Tshwane. 
13.   Pastoral Training for Alaskan Native. 
 

Our newly elected officers are:  
 

Vice President of – Christian Life: Debi Mahoney–Ylitalo 
Vice President of - Servant Resources: Kathy Roslansky 
Vice President of – Human Care:  Pamela Hunter 
Treasurer: Darlene Fretham 
Counselors:  Rev. Dr. Larry Griffin and Rev. Peter Kufahl 
 

We collected 5 offerings during the convention totaling 
nearly $16,000.00. 
 

Final Ingathering’s collected totaled:   
 

904 Dental Kits 
2,820 Pairs of Socks 
737 Mercy Kits 
 

More convention news to follow in the near future. 
 

Sunday School to God’s Glory! 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is 
old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 
 
 

 
The guild event for September 6th is titled “Sunday 
School to God’s Glory!”  The Trinity Guild is hosting two 
panels of Sunday School teachers on Tuesday, September 
6, at 6:30 p.m.  A historical panel consisting of Judy 
Jarsko, Marlene Carlson and Ruby Moskop.  A current 
panel of Karen Kropelnicki, Jody Meister and another to 
be determined. Plus a featured guest of honor.  These 
teachers have and are training the students to become 
future disciples.   
 
Pray you will be moved (you and your guest) to be present 
on Tuesday, September 6th at 6:30 p.m. 

26th Annual Convention 

New books in the Book Nook: 
 
In the Biography-Autobiography Section: 
 
The Executioner’s Redemption 
   by Rev. Timothy R. Carter 
 
 
In the Fiction Section: 
The Second Half 
   By Lauraine Snelling 



Stewardship Corner 

A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE 
Actual Income to General Fund in June 2016 ..................... $ 53,111.08 
Actual Expenses in June 2016 ........................................ $ 62,113.09 
Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016) .... $728,145.77 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1, 2015—June 30, 2016) . $618,223.99 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense ................................. $109,921.78 
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“Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather 
than for people. Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, 
and that the Master you are serving is Christ.”   Colossians 3:23-24 
 
 
The Parks, Trails, and Recreation Department of the City of White Bear Lake manages 
the 24 public parks in the city.  There is a staff of men and women who do the large 
task of maintaining all of them.  However, there is also need for more.  The 
department welcomes volunteers for various projects.  Some are structured, organized 
events carried out by youth organizations.  However, all of us who enjoy the parks can 
do our own volunteer work to keep our beautiful spaces so appealing.   
 
One of the more structured opportunities for groups is Adopt A Park, which works like 
Adopt-A-Roadway.  Groups choose a park to pick up litter, conduct general park 
maintenance and improvements.    These groups agree to do the task once to three 
times during the year, but more is welcomed.  The group provides trash bags for litter 
pick up and any other supplies that may be needed for general maintenance and park 
improvements. An Adopt A Park sign will be installed at their specific park to recognize 
the group’s volunteerism.  
 
Individually, we can do a lot.  When we visit our beautiful parks, help maintain them 
by picking up trash, straightening trash cans, pick up dropped leaf clusters, contact 
the city for major branch or tree damage, etc.  After events, clean the tables and 
space well.  Set a good example for our children by using the trash cans, recycling 
containers, and simply caring for the park as if it were our own yard.  Better yet, treat 
it as the gift from God that it really is!! 
 
Visit Whitebearlake.org for information Adopt A Park, park reservations, descriptions 
and locations of the parks, and so much more. 
  



HOW TO REACH US . . . 
 

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
 

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax: (651) 653-3634 
E-mail:  sstrinity@q.com 
Pastor Gehrke: pastor@sstwbl.org 
 

Dial-a-Devotion: (651) 429-0078 
 
WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org AUGUST 2016 A.D. 

GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
 
South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

 

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

 

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
 
Rev. Bob Gehrke ................................ Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin .............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ................................ Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach .................... Financial/Office Assistant 

Jill Wiebe .................................. Music Coordinator 

Jolene Erickson .......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak ............................... Preschool Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ....................... Custodial Team 

Celeste Gifford ................................... Parish Nurse 
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Summer Office Hours 
 

Monday—Thursday 
7:30am—3:30pm 

  
  

Please watch the weekly Tidings 
for updates due to vacations, etc. 
The office will be closed on  
Fridays in August. 


