
GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, Growing    

in Christ 

 
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered Preaching 

   and Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships Family 

Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 
WELCOME ... 

to the April edition of the 

South Shore Trinity Times. 

All activities for the month 

(known at the time of 

printing) are included. The 

Times is available the last 

Sunday of the month for pick 

up at church.  It is also 

available at www.sstwbl.org. 

 
CONTACT US 

Website: www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: 

sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-4293 

TRINITY      TIMES 
Sharing  •  Caring  •  Growing in Christ SOUTH SHORE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

APRIL 2018 A.D. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Alleluia. Christ is Risen! 
 
On April 1st, we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus, after his suffering pain 
and humiliation, death on the cross, and rest in the tomb. We remember all 
Jesus has done for us, the price he paid and the love he shows to us. Yes, it is 
the season of Easter—the season of renewal, resurrection, and rebirth. Jesus 
has broken free from the tomb and continues in his mission of seeking the 
lost, and saving sinners.  
 
Yet, as celebratory as this day and season is, it's easy to forget just how big 
the mission of God is. In 1 Timothy 2:3-4, we are reminded, “This is good, and 
it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Jesus reminds us in John 
3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Jesus also instructs 
his disciples in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
God isn’t pleased with just you. He wants it all. And this Easter message of 
the resurrection of Jesus is too big and too wonderful to keep to ourselves. He 
has saved you. He has redeemed you. He has adopted you as His own son and 
daughter in the waters of Baptism. And we get to share His promise of the 
resurrection with the world, starting in White Bear Lake.  
 
And one of the best ways to be in a position to share that message is first done 
by serving our neighbor. By serving, God gives us 
opportunities to respond to this good news as we 
serve Him by serving our neighbor. As His 
follower, he includes opportunities for us to 
fulfill, tasks to compete, things to do, people to 
serve.  
 
Besides serving the people we know and interact 
with in our daily lives, we can also serve here at 
South Shore Trinity. You may not be aware, but 
SST has need of people to serve by being an 
Usher, helping with Coffee service between 
services, volunteering with Vacation Bible School, 
helping put on Movie Nite, as well as future 
community service projects.  
 
John 13:35 says, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” And let us share that love, first given by Jesus 
on the cross, with all people, as we are Sharing, Caring, Growing in Christ.  
 
Serving our Savior,  
 
Pastor Dan Bodin 
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Mondays 
Women’s Home Bible Study 
Place: Members Home 
Time: 9:00am 
Contact:   Judy Jarsko, 651-429-7133 
 
 
 

Wednesdays 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
Place: Perkins Restaurant at County Rd D & WB Ave. 
Time: 6:00-7:45am 
Contact: Ken Venzke  651-429-0701 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
A weekly study for women (member & non-member) 
Place: Upstairs (Room 2-5) 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact: LuErna Sawyer, 651-464-7820 
 
Young-at-Heart Bible Class 
Topic: Living a Cross-Centered Life 
Place:  Lounge (Room F8) 
Time:     9:30am 
Contact:   Pastor Norb Streufert 
 
Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 
 
 

Thursdays 
Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 
  
Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 
 
 

Sundays 
Adult Bible Study 
Place:  Fellowship Hall (Room B22) 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact:   Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
  

  
Parents of Two Year Olds and Younger  
Topic: For parents and child(ren) not yet 3 years old 
Place: Preschool room 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact:   Trista Bodin  320-492-3540  
  

Saturday, March 31 
 5:30pm Easter Vigil Worship 
 
Sunday, April 1  Easter Sunday 
 7:00am  Traditional Worship 
 9:00am  Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Praise Team Worship 
 
 
Saturday, April 7 
 5:30pm Traditional Worship 
 
  

Sunday, April 8 
 8:00am Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Traditional Worship  
 
 
Saturday, April 14 
 5:30pm Traditional Worship 
 
  

Sunday, April 15 
 8:00am  Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Praise Team Worship 
 
 
Saturday, April 21 
 5:30pm  Traditional Worship 
 
Sunday, April 22 
 8:00am  Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Traditional Worship 
 
 
Saturday, April 28 
 5:30pm  Traditional Worship 
 
 Sunday, April 29—Confirmation Sunday 
 8:00am  Traditional Worship 
 10:45am 9th Grade Confirmation and 
  Worship 
  
Holy Communion will be offered as part of the 
worship services that are listed in bold colored italic 
print. 
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I and my family would like to thank everyone who took care of us 
in many ways, including: prayers, thoughts, your presence and 
hugs, tears, words of encouragement, food, memorials and 
monetary gifts.   Also, to both Pastor Bodin, who came to the VA 
Hospital twice, and Pastor Gehrke, who came back from vacation 
to face a funeral; and Sally, always so ready with hugs and 
answers.   Bob will be sorely missed by his family and church 
family and we are grateful and appreciative for all of our "friends 
in Jesus".    Colleen Ketcham and family. 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
     Thank you for all of your prayers, cards, meals, and positive & 
encouraging words during my recent diagnosis and surgery.  I 
have received a good pathology report since my surgery and will 
undergo further treatment.  Your continued prayers are much 
appreciated.                 Yours in Christ, Paulette Genz 

LCMS MINISTRY TO THE ARMED FORCES 
APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH 

  
Our Mission of the Month for April is the LCMS Ministry to the 
Armed Forces.  Since the Civil War, LCMS pastors have served as 
chaplains to our military personnel.  Your support ensures that 
the LCMS can continue to provide Gospel-centered materials and 
support to these brave men and women as they selflessly serve 
our country. Our courageous service members need their 
church’s support to keep them spiritually fit and to assist in 
protection of their religious liberties.  At this time there are 173 
chaplains serving our military personnel.  Of these 173, 70 are 
active duty chaplains on larger military bases, 80 chaplains serve 
the National Guard and Reserve units, and the remaining 23 are 
Civil Air Patrol chaplains.  These men and their families often are 
far from the services provided at the larger military bases.   
 

Operation Barnabas was started in 2007 to help meet the needs 
of returning service men and women.  The Ministry–by-Mail 
program aids the soldiers by sending Lutheran devotional 
materials and resources including Portals of Prayer to all Lutheran 
military personnel and their families stationed around the world. 
Please send any military contact information to 
lcmschaps@lcms.org  so that your special person in the Armed 
Forces knows they are not forgotten by our church family.  
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THEME FOR THE MONTH 

FAITHFULNESS IN PROVIDING MUSIC AND SONG 

GUEST PREACHER 

The Reverend Paul Biebighauser 

Pastor at Christ Victorious Lutheran Church 
Chaska, MN 

Saturday/Sunday, April 7/8 

TRINITY TIDINGS ARTICLES 

April 7/8 - The Chancel, Kingdom Kid’s, & Men’s Choirs 
April 14/15 - Hand Bells at South Shore Trinity 
April 21/22 - “Great is Thy Faithfulness” Story 
April 28/29 - Polio, Measles, Colds, Mumps, Hepatitis, and 
 Box Elder Bugs 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

LCMS Ministry to The Armed Forces 
(See article elsewhere in this newsletter) 

A PEEK AT OUR PAST 

The local AAL branch 2943 was formed in May 1947. 
On March 7, 1973, the Men’s Breakfast Bible Study met for 
the first time at the Northernaire Restaurant. 
In 1975, the first South Shore Trinity delegates to the 
Lutheran High School Association (Concordia Academy) 
were Steve Endicott, Ed Kuehiwein, Ed Lundgren, and 
Doug Wolfangle. 
In 1983, South Shore Trinity had “An Evening With Luther” 
to observe the 500th birthday of Martin Luther. 
In 1986, the Church Pictorial Directory Company went 
broke and could not produce the directories that had been 
ordered. 
In October 1992, our children began receiving a special 
children’s bulletin, as they were about to enter the 
sanctuary. 
On May 11, 1997, the chancel grand piano at the front of 
the sanctuary was dedicated. 

 We would like to thank you all for the many things you have 
done for us during this past 2 1/2 months.  Pastors visits were 
much appreciated along with the many prayers. So many cards, 
flowers, rides & shoveling also helped us recover. It could be 
some time before I can do all I want but at least its going in the 
right direction.  Thanks so much for pulling us thru this bump in 
the road.                   Harlan & Lois Arndt 
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April 2:  Return from Easter Break 
 
April 18 & 19:  Spring Picture Day 
 
April 24 & 25:  Field Trip to 
Tamarack Nature Center 
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April 29 
10:45 a.m. service 

Confirmation News  

Confirmation Essay Reading—Wednesday, April 25—
join us in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. as our Confirmands 
proclaim their faith and explain why they want to confirm 
their faith.   
 
Confirmation Pictures—April 25 —the ninth grade 
Confirmands will meet in the Sanctuary at 6:15 p.m. for 
pictures.   
 
Confirmation Sunday—April 29—please join us for the 
10:45 a.m. worship service as our 9th grade students 
confirm their faith!   

 

 

2018-19 Tuition Assistance 
(application forms due April 30) 

 
SST has a policy to assist active family church members 
by supplementing a portion of their child's tuition fee at an 
LCMS elementary or high school (e.g. King of Kings or 
Concordia Academy).   
 
The Board of Education requests that at the beginning of 
each school year families with children attending one 
of these schools fill out the School Partnership Covenant 
and return it to the church office by April 30.  You can 
pick up copies in the church office or from the cabinet 
outside the church office.   
 
Contact Gina Ruesch with any questions,  952-484-3651 
or  ginaruesch@yahoo.com  

First Communion 

First Communion was celebrated on Maundy Thursday, 
March 29, during the 7:00pm worship service.   
 
The following youth completed instruction and received 
their First Communion: 
 

Julian Joel Anderson Talon Jon Pederson 
Gavin Russell Greeder Lillian Caprice Pederson 
Shawn Donald Linda John Robert “Jack” Usalis 
Hannah Rose Lundgren Abigail Ann Wiebe 

 

The Super Bowl may be over….. 

But SST’s 1st BIBLE BOWL  

is coming  ….. May 6th 

 
The 7/8th grade “Truth Seekers” Sunday School Class 
challenges YOU to form a team and join them in SST’s  
1st Bible Bowl!   
 
A maximum of six teams (3-5 people/team) will be 
allowed into the Bible Bowl.  Form your team and sign up 
on the bulletin board in the narthex!  The Book of the 
Bible for the challenge will be announced on April 8th. 
 
Don’t want to be on a team? That’s okay -- Join the fun as 
a spectator. Eat great snacks, cheer the teams on and gain 
knowledge.  
 
Bible Bowl begins at 3 p.m.  Refreshment table opens at 
2:30 p.m.  Mark your calendar – you don’t want to miss 
this fun competition on May 6th! 

Camp Omega Scholarships 

Summer fun that changes lives! 

 
Please consider sending your child to Camp Omega this 
summer.  We are giving scholarships for our children and 
youth to attend Camp Omega this summer through the SST 
Endowment Fund.   
 
Pick up an information sheet from the counter outside the 
church office along with a Camp Omega brochure.   
 
Questions, contact Muriel Janneke at 651-653-0411 or 
612-709-2985.  
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The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of the  
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 
she is led to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

Come join in the Fellowship and busy your hands too. 
Trinity Guild’s April meeting will be on April 3rd at 
1:00pm (note the time change).  We will be tying blankets 
for Central Lutheran School.  Currently, we have about 30 
blankets to tie.  This is a wonderful opportunity to serve 
our children.  As it says in Galatians 5:13 “Serve 
one another in love.” 
 
We will also be gathering items for Gifts from the Heart 
Baby Kits and Hospice Kits.  Items for this can be found 
on the Guild Bulletin Board.  These items will be taken 
to the District Convention in June.   
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A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE  
 

Actual Income to General Fund in February 2018 ................ $ 41,504.00 
Actual Expenses in February 2018 ..................................... 64,517.00 
Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1—February 2018) ............ 508,232.00 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1—February 2018).......... 498,490.00 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense ................................... $ 9,742.00 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Average Regular Attendance in February 2018 
  Saturday ........................................................................... 46 
  Sunday 8:00am .................................................................. 104 
  Sunday 10:45am ................................................................. 79 
Average Lenten Attendance in February 2018 .............................. 146 
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Get out in nature and enjoy God’s 
creation! 
 
Genesis 1:1- “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. The earth was empty, a formless mass 
cloaked in darkness. … Then God said, Let the land burst 
forth with every sort of grass and seed-bearing fruit. …
and their seeds produced plants and trees of like kind. 
And God saw that it was good.” 
 
Go out and enjoy the great outdoors that God has 
created for us! 
 
Nature is one of God's beautiful creations. Through nature, 
God is able to teach us, speak to us, and provide for us. 
For this reason, we can find in scripture that we humans 
are called to protect all which is of He has created. Use 
these Bible verses for a better understanding. 
 
John 1:3 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made.  
 
Job 12:7-10 
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds 
in the sky, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, 
and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you.  
Which of all these does not know that the hand of the 
LORD has done this? In his hand is the life of every 
creature and the breath of all mankind.   
  
Psalm 96:11-12   
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea 
resound, and all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, 
and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing 
for joy.   
 
Psalm 95:4-5 
In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain 
peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he made it, and 
his hands formed the dry land.  
 
Job 37:14-16  
“Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God’s wonders.  Do 
you know how God controls the clouds and makes his 
lightning flash? Do you know how the clouds hang poised, 
those wonders of him who has perfect knowledge?  

 
  
Psalm 19:1 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of his hands.  
 

Psalm 104:24-25 
How many are your works, LORD! In wisdom you made 
them all; the earth is full of your creatures.  There is the 
sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond 
number— living things both large and small.  
 
Psalm 33:5   
The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is 
full of his unfailing love.  
 
Isaiah 43:20 
The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, 
because I provide water in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen,  
 
Ezekiel 34:2-3 
“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; 
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take 
care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the 
flock? You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool 
and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take 
care of the flock.   
 
Isaiah 24:4-6 
The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and 
withers, the heavens languish with the earth. The earth is 
defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, 
violated the statutes and broken the everlasting 
covenant. Therefore a curse consumes the earth; its 
people must bear their guilt. Therefore earth’s 
inhabitants are burned up, and very few are left.  
 
Revelation 11:18 
The nations were angry, and your wrath has come. The 
time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding 
your servants the prophets and your people who revere 
your name, both great and small— and for destroying 
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HOW TO REACH US . . . 
 

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
 

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax:  (651) 653-3634 
E-mail:  sstrinity@q.com 
Pastor Gehrke:  pastor@sstwbl.org 
Pastor Bodin: pastordan@sstwbl.org 
 

Dial-a-Devotion:  (651) 429-0078 
 
WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org 

 

APRIL 2018 A.D. 

GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
 
South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

 

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

 

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
 
Rev. Dr. Bob Gehrke ........................... Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin .............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ................................ Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach .................... Financial/Office Assistant 

Jill Wiebe .......... Director of Music, Youth & Education 

John Dolde ............................... Praise Team Leader 

Brian Wagner .................................. Media Director 

Jolene Erickson .......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak ............................... Preschool Assistant 

Casey Kaupang .......................... Preschool Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ....................... Custodial Team 
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