
GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, Growing    

in Christ 

 
CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered Preaching 

   and Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships Family 

Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 
WELCOME ... 

to the April edition of the 

South Shore Trinity Times. 

All activities for the month 

(known at the time of 

printing) are included. The 

Times is available the last 

Sunday of the month for pick 

up at church.  It is also 

available at www.sstwbl.org. 

 
CONTACT US 

Website: www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: 

sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-4293 

TRINITY      TIMES 
SOUTH SHORE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Sharing  •  Caring  •  Growing in Christ 

APRIL 2017 A.D. 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
At this point, one year ago, 
I was stressing out. I was 
nearing the end of my four 
years at the seminary and 
Call Day was in April. It 
was this month, last year, 
that I found out I would be 
the new associate pastor 
of South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran in White Bear 
Lake, Minnesota. “YES!,”   
I can remember thinking, 
“I’m going back home.” 
Being a native Minnesotan 
and close to my family, the 
four years away were 
tough, but they gave me a 
chance to grow in ways I 
didn’t know were possible.  
 
As soon as graduation was done, we put St. Louis in our rear-view mirror. I 
graduated on a Friday; we left that following Monday. I, no WE, were so excited to 
start this next chapter in our lives. We found and bought our house soon after, and 
began making it our home. Back home in Minnesota, now proud home-owners, 
with a new church-home to boot. Home, Home, Home.  
 
All this talk of going home reminds me of verse 3 from Amazing Grace (LSB 744) 
that says, “Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; His grace 
has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.” (© 1991 Editorial 
Concordia.) And though, I can apply this to my time at the Seminary and after, 
this also rings true for us all in our daily lives. How many dangers have you faced? 
Had any toils? How about snares or traps? And yet, here we are safe in the arms of 
our savior, his free gift (grace) of faith leading us home to be with Him forever.  
 
And we can trust in this promise because of the Empty Tomb that first Easter, aka 
Resurrection Sunday. It was this singular day in the history of the world that 
changed everything. It was the start of a renewed relationship that God has with 
His people, and His people have with their God. It was because of the sacrifice 
that Jesus made on the cross paid for our sins, and it’s the resurrection that 
proves to us that only He was the only one who could make that sacrifice for us.  
 
God is good. Always. The empty tomb is proof of that. Alleluia. He is Risen.  
 
God’s Blessing to you during this Easter Season.  
 
-Pastor Dan Bodin 
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Mondays 
Women’s Home Bible Study 
Place: Members Home 
Time: 9:00am 
Contact:  Judy Jarsko, 651-429-7133 
 

Wednesdays 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
Place: Perkins Restaurant at County Rd D & WB Ave. 
Time: 6:00-7:45am 
Contact: George Kostuch, 651-777-1096 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
A weekly study for women (member & non-member) 
Place: Upstairs (Room 2-5) 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact: LuErna Sawyer, 651-464-7820 
 
Young-at-Heart Bible Class 
Topic: Jesus Came to Give Us Life 
Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time:   9:30am 
Contact:  Pastor Norb Streufert 
 
Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 

Thursdays 
Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
 
Topic: “Stuff They Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School” 
Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time: 7:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
 

Sundays 
Adult Bible Study 
Topic:   Discussing  “The Plan” and the Scripture 

readings, hymns and songs, and sermon for the 
day   

Place:  Fellowship Hall (Room B22) 
Time: 9:30am 
Contact:  Pastor Gehrke, 651-429-4293 
  

  
Parents of Two Year Olds and Younger  

Topic: For parents and child(ren) not yet 3 years old 
Place: Preschool room 
Time: 9:30am 
  
Young Families Bible Study 

Topic: If you are responsible for the wellbeing and 
raising of little ones, this study is for you. We 
get together sharing in a meal, fellowship and 
God’s Word.  Supervised childcare provided. 

Date: Sunday in April to be determined 
Place: Fellowship Hall, Lounge and Nursery 
Time: 3:30– 6:30pm 
Contact: Pastor Dan Bodin, 651-429-4293 
  

Saturday, April 1 
 5:30pm   Traditional Worship 
 
Sunday, April 2 
 8:00am Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Praise Team Worship 
 
 
 Wednesday, April 5 
 11:00am  Lent Mid-Week Worship 
 6:30pm  Lent Mid-Week Worship 
 
 
Saturday, April 8 
 5:30pm Traditional Worship 
 
  

Sunday, April 9 — Palm Sunday 
 8:00am  Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Blended Worship  
 
 
Maundy Thursday — April 13 
 11:00am  Worship  
 7:00pm  Worship with First Communion 
 
 
Good Friday—April 14 
 11:00am  Memorial Service 
 7:00pm  Tenebrae Service 
 
 
 Saturday, April 15 — Easter Vigil 
 5:30pm Traditional Worship 
 
  

Sunday, April 16—Easter Sunday 
 7:00am Traditional Worship 
 9:00am  Traditional Worship 
 10:45am Praise Team Worship 
 
 
Saturday, April 22 
 5:30pm  Traditional Worship 
 
Sunday, April 23 
 8:00am Traditional Worship 
 10:45am  Blended Worship 
 
 
Saturday, April 29 
 5:30pm  Traditional Worship 
 
 Sunday, April 30—Confirmation Sunday 
 8:00am  Traditional Worship 
 10:45am 9th Grade Confirmation and 
  Blended Worship with Praise Team 
  (Note: No communion at this service) 
  
  
Holy Communion will be offered as part of the 
worship services that are listed in bold colored italic 
print. 
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Discipleship In Action 
 
“Community Service.” No, I’m not talking about a chain 
gain of delinquents picking up trash on the side of the 
highway. “Community Service.” It’s a phrase that some 
interesting connotations attached to it, yet most would 
agree it is a good thing…for others to do. “Community 
Service.” Maybe you have much better things to do with 
your time. I don’t blame you.  
 
But what about “Discipleship in Action”? Have you ever 
wanted to be that person who helps make someone else’s 
life better? You know, like a complete stranger? 
“Discipleship in Action.” Have you wondered what the 
next step in your faith development might look like? 
“Discipleship in Action.” Have you ever wondered what 
does it look like to be a Disciple of Jesus here in White 
Bear Lake?  
 
Anyone can do 
Community Service, but 
not everyone can do 
Discipleship in Action, 
and that is because the 
former is service to the 
neighbor for the 
betterment of society 
and the latter is that 
plus growth on a 
spiritual level—both for 
the giver and the 
receiver. Discipleship 
in Action is community 
service for, with, and 
because of Jesus.  
 
 
If this sounds like something you might be interested in 
learning more about, please let one of the pastors know. 
We’ll add you to the list of disciples willing to put their 
faith into action. But before we can get going on fulfilling 
the needs of the community and serving our neighbor, we 
first need to know the needs. A good way to identify 
projects that we, as a church body, can do is to complete 
the following sentence: “If only we had $_________ 
(amount of money) and ____________ people willing to 
help on a given date, wouldn’t it be awesome if we could 
_______________________________________?”  
If you have an idea for a Discipleship in Action project, or 
would be willing to give of your time, skills, or resources, 
please let us know.  

From Concordia University-Saint Paul, 
Your commitment and support of Concordia means the 
world to us nd to our students. We are deeply appreciative 
of your recent gift of $500.00 to benefit the LCMS Church 
Work Endowed Scholarship Fund.  You are helping us 
prepare our students for their life, career and service, 
which is so important in our ever changing ad diverse 
society. 
 Mark Hill, Vice President for Advancement 
 
 
From Trinity First Lutheran School, 
Your gift of $300.00 was gratefully received and put 
directly to use! Thank you for generously sharing of your 
gifts.  We thank God for his provision through SST’s Human 
Care Committee. 
 Sarah JS Wippich, Principal 
 
 
From White Bear Area Emergency Food Shelf, 
Thank you to SST’s Human Care Committee for your 
donation of $300 to the White Bear Area Emergency Food 
Shelf.  Your generosity and kindness will allow us to 
advance our mission of providing food and support to our 
neighbors in need. 
 
Recently we have been invited to stock pantries at area 
schools so that young people struggling with food 
insecurity can bring home the food their family needs from 
an environment that is familiar and safe. 
 
With great gratitude on behalf of those we serve. 
 Andrea Kish-Baily, Executive Director 
 
 
From White Bear Area Senior Program, 
On behalf of all the people served by the White Bear Area 
Senor Program, I thank you for your 2017 donation of $300 
for our Meals on Wheels Program.  We appreciate SST’s 
Human Care Committee’s continued interest and support. 
 Tara Jebens-Singh, Adult Programs Coordinator 
 
 
 
From Israel Izidor Foundation, 
We thank God for your generous and faithful giving of 
$1,702.00. May He bless you and keep you. 
 
The picture on the left is taken from Israel Izidor 
Foundation’s Facebook page.  The caption reads;  
Running errands to rebuild our chicken coop! Thanks to 
our friends in South Shore Trinity Lutheran Church 
(Minnesota!) 
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April 2017 at SST Preschool 

April 2017 

SST PRESCHOOL NEWS 

South Shore Trinity 
Preschool 

  

Upcoming Themes: 

  Chicks 

Caterpillars/Butterflies 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

  

  

  

  

 

  
  
  
  
  

Contact: Jolene Erickson  
@651.429.4293 or  
jolene@sstwbl.org 

Greetings from South Shore Trinity 
Preschool!  Registration continues to stay 
open as we prepare for the 2017-2018 
preschool year.  We have openings in our 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday class, our 
Tuesday/Thursday morning class, as well as 
our all day options.  If you are interested 
or would like more information about the 
preschool please contact Jolene Erickson 
with any questions you may have!   

  

During the past month we  had fun learning 
about dental health, popcorn and chicks!  
It is always exciting to have special critters 
join our classroom.  We also visited the 
White Bear Lake Library in March.   We got 
a special, behind the scene tour of the 
library.  The librarian read us some fun 
books, and the preschoolers enjoyed 
playing in the sailboat!       

  

Learning more about some of God’s 
amazing creatures helps us to focus on the 
purpose God has for each of us.  His love 
for us, and His attention to details as he 
makes all living things special.    

 

The Preschoolers are also preparing for 
Easter.  We focus on the reasons why we 
celebrate Easter and how we can share 
Jesus’ death and resurrection with others.  
What an amazing example Jesus was to all 
of us as He walked on earth – living a 
sinless life and sharing love with everyone 
around Him! 

  

This April we will also focus on the new 
and exciting season of SPRING!  Perhaps we 
will begin to see some flowers & grass 
sprouting from the ground.  May God bless 
you this Spring.  As always, feel free to 
stop in and check out the fun activities we 
are doing in the Preschool room!  
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April 30 
10:45 a.m. service 

Confirmation News  

Confirmation Essay Reading—April 26—join us in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. as our Confirmands proclaim their 
faith and explain why they want to confirm it.   
 
Confirmation Pictures—April 26 —the ninth grade 
Confirmands will meet in the Sanctuary at 6:15 p.m. for 
pictures.   
 
Confirmation Sunday—April 30—please join us for the 
10:45 a.m. worship service as our 9th grade students 
confirm their faith!  Note that Holy Communion will not 
be offered during this service. 

 

 

2017-18 Tuition Assistance 
(application forms due April 30) 

 
SST has a policy to assist active family church members 
by supplementing a portion of their child's tuition fee at an 
LCMS elementary or high school (e.g. King of Kings or 
Concordia Academy).   
 
The Board of Education requests that at the beginning of 
each school year families with children attending one 
of these schools fill out the School Partnership Covenant 
and return it to the church office by April 30.  You can 
pick up copies in the church office or from the cabinet 
outside the church office.   
 
Contact Jill Wiebe with any questions,  jbwiebe@aol.com  
or 651-335-2793. 

First Communion 

First Communion will be celebrated on Maundy Thursday, 
April 13, during the 7:00pm worship service.   

Our website—www.sstwbl.org 

Monday, August 7—Friday, August 12 

9:00am—Noon (Cost—Free) 

651-429-4293 

To All Generations 
 
 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, from its very begin-
ning, has always been a teaching church. Christian 
schools, Sunday schools, confirmation classes, youth and 
adult Bible studies, universities and seminaries are in our 
DNA. In our corner of the kingdom it can truly be said that 
the mission of Christ is a teaching mission. 
 
To strengthen our participation in the 
teaching mission of Christ, the Minne-
sota South District through its 2015 
convention and Board of Directors has 
authorized the To All Generations 
appeal. Its theme verse says it so 
well: “One generation shall commend 
your works to another, and shall de-
clare your mighty acts” (Psalm 
145:4). The saving gospel of Jesus 
Christ is for all people of all generations, and in every 
generation teaching from the Word of God had led to faith 
and life for eternity.  
 
We invite you get acquainted with the exciting initiatives 
of the To All Generations appeal as we provide materials 
to your leaders and congregations. As God blesses this 
special appeal, we in the Minnesota South District will 
better reach the hearts of those inside the church and out 
as we share Jesus’ love and forgiveness. We know that a 
gift to this campaign is a gift to all generations and invite 
you to join us. 
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Trinity Guild invites all 
ladies and girls to 
another "Tea Time 
Celebrating Spring and 
Summer".  This year the 

event will be on Saturday, April 29 beginning at 
2:00pm.  Please call Muriel Janneke at 651-653-0411 by 
April 27 to reserve your place for the Tea.  She will also be 
available on Saturday evening the 22nd, and on Sunday 
morning April 23, in the narthex area.  Cost for the Tea is 
$5 for age 10 and older, with no charge for children 9 
years of age and under. You will pay at the door the day of 
the Tea. Come join us to sing, play games, and enjoy tea 
and juice and assorted tasty sweet treats. 

Mothers and 
Daughters Tea 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of the  
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 
she is led to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

 
Coming soon! Very soon!  Everyone 
can participate. Something hot, 
cold, crunchy, gooey, flavorful, 
family favorite, chocolate, sweet, 
yum-yum. Watch and see the answer 
in the April 23rd Tidings. 

Tuesday, April 4 
6:30pm 

Bible study led by Pastor Gehrke 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Servant Event: May baskets for shut-ins 

 
Topic:  The Holy Spirit 

 
Who is He? 

What is He doing today? 
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A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE  
 

Actual Income to General Fund in February 2017 ................ $ 58,272.00 
Actual Expenses in February 2017 ..................................... 59,883.92 
Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1—February 2017) ............ 507,203.30 
Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1—February 2017).......... 457,853.82 
Year-to-Date Income less Expense .................................. $ 49,349.48 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Average Regular Attendance in January  2017 
  Saturday ........................................................................... 55 
  Sunday 8:00am .................................................................. 129 
  Sunday 10:45am ................................................................ 103 
 
Average Regular Attendance in February 2017 
  Saturday ........................................................................... 53 
  Sunday 8:00am .................................................................. 143 
  Sunday 10:45am ................................................................. 99 
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Stewardship Emphasis for April 2017 
 

“The Joy of Loving and Being Loved” 
 

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 

 
John 3:34  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  
 
Romans 13:8  Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
 The Bible has much to say about love. God not only commanded us to love, but to put that love into 

practice.  
 
1 John 3:18  little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 

Do put your love into action. Try one or more of these or similar act of love. 
 

 Pray for someone in your family and someone not of your family every 

day. 

 Tell someone that you love them every day. 

 Collect your change in a jar and when it is full, donate it to World 

Relief, a food shelf, or other sharing cause. 

 During Lent, give up something you enjoy, (fast food, chocolate, that 
stop for coffee, etc.). Donate the money you saved from your sacrifice to 
a charity.  

 

 Give your spouse a backrub 

 
 

1 John 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. 



HOW TO REACH US . . . 
 

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
 

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax:  (651) 653-3634 
E-mail:  sstrinity@q.com 
Pastor Gehrke:  pastor@sstwbl.org 
Pastor Bodin: pastordan@sstwbl.org 
 

Dial-a-Devotion:  (651) 429-0078 
 
WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org 

 

APRIL 2017 A.D. 

GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
 
South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

 

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

 

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
 
Rev. Dr. Bob Gehrke ........................... Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dan Bodin .............................. Associate Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ................................ Office Manager 

Carol Gerlach .................... Office/Financial Assistant 

Jill Wiebe .................................. Music Coordinator 

Jolene Erickson .......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak ............................... Preschool Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ....................... Custodial Team 

Celeste Gifford ................................... Parish Nurse 
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