
GOD’S MISSION FOR SST 

• Sharing, Caring, Growing in 

Christ 

 

CORE VALUES 

• Bible-centered Preaching 

   and Teaching 

• Worship 

• Community Outreach 

• Caring Relationships Family 

Focus 

• Sharing God’s Word 

 

WELCOME ... 

to the April edition of the 

South Shore Trinity Times. 

All activities for the month 

(known at the time of 

printing) are included. The 

Times is available the last 

Sunday of the month for pick 

up at church.  It is also 

available at www.sstwbl.org. 

 

CONTACT US 

Website: www.sstwbl.org 

Email address: 

sstrinity@q.com 

Telephone: 651-429-4293 

TRINITY      TIMES 
SOUTH SHORE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Sharing  •  Caring  •  Growing in Christ 

APRIL 2016 A.D. 

Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 We have made a variety of changes during the past 8 months.  I hope and 
pray that you will join me in praying that our gracious God who does not change 
will be with us as other changes occur this month.  No matter what the outcomes 

will be we are blessed because our God is faithful!   
 As we begin this month we will be in the season of Easter and will 
continue rejoicing that our Risen Savior is alive and will continue to be with us 
wherever we are! The very first weekend April 2-3 we will welcome Rev. Jake 
Gillard back as he shares God’s amazing Word with us.  He and his family are 
scheduled to arrive in the U.S. from their special assignment to South Sudan on 

March 30th and he’s looking forward to preaching again at SST.  
The following weekend we will embark on our three-week stewardship 

emphasis titled Experiencing the Joy of Generosity.  We have so much to be joyful 
about!  Every day our Lord gives us His love, grace, and mercy which leads us to 

respond by giving generously as His faithful stewards (managers). 
The three weekly themes for Experiencing the Joy of Generosity are as 

follows: 

April 9/10: “The Joy in Receiving God’s Blessings” 

April 16/17: “The Joy in Managing God’s Blessings” 

April 30/May 1:“The Joy in Sharing God’s Blessings” 

Please watch the Tidings for more information about Bible studies and more 

and pray that the Lord will bless us as we experience His generosity! 
 Once again we will have the opportunity of learning if the Holy Spirit will 
lead the Council of District Presidents to assign our associate pastor call to one of 
the two men our call committee has designated.  Please pray that they do if that’s 
the Lord’s will for our church.  We will find out on Tuesday, April 26th at the end 
of the 7:00 PM service at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  Lord willing, this will be 
a positive change for us!  If you would like to listen to the service you may listen 
to the live webstreaming at www.csl.edu.  If you have any questions, please 

contact the church office.   
 At the end of the month we will celebrate with our youth who will confirm 
their faith on their confirmation day – April 24th  during the 10:45 AM worship 
service.  But, before they confirm their faith, they will also read an essay they 
have written about their faith on Wednesday, April 20th at 7 PM. Their essays will 
include why they picked their Bible verse to be their confirmation verse and how 
they hope that verse will help them in their walk with the Lord. In addition they 
will explain what the symbols on their stoles mean.  This will be quite a change for 
our youth and their parents, families, and sponsors.  They will take this step in 
their journey of life as they promise to continue growing in their faith, serving the 
Lord and others, and sharing their faith with those who have not yet believed in 

our awesome Lord! 
 Obviously there are many changes that will be coming in April!  Please join 
me in praying that our gracious God will be with us as we seek to be Sharing, 

Caring, Growing in Christ!    

 

     Pastor Bob Gehrke 

http://www.csl.edu
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MONDAYS 
Women’s Bible Study 
Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Contact:  Gloria Kostuch, 651-777-1096 
  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
Place: Perkins Restaurant at County Rd D & WB Ave. 
Time: 6:00-7:45 a.m.  
Contact: George Kostuch, 651-777-1096 
  
Women’s Bible Study 
A weekly study for women (member & non-member) 
Place: Upstairs (Room 2-6) 
Time: 9:30 a.m.  
Contact: LuErna Sawyer, 651-464-7820 
  
Young-at-Heart Bible Class 
Topic:    "Serving Christ, Our Risen Lord"    
Place:    Lounge (Room F8) 
Time: 9:30a.m.  
Contact: Pastor Norb Streufert 
  
Home Bible Study 
Topic: A weekly study of the Books of the Bible 
Place:  Rotates among group member’s homes. 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: George & Celeste Gifford, 651-464-1022 
  
 

THURSDAYS 
Topic: Book of Acts 
Place: Lounge (Room F8) 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Contact: Pastor Gehrke 
  
 

SUNDAYS 
Adult Bible Study 
Topic: The Unexplained: Miracles, Mysteries and More   
Place:  Lounge (Room F8) 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Contact:  Linda Johnston 
 
Adult Bible Study 
Topic: A discussion of the Scripture readings, hymns 

and songs, and sermon for the day  
Place:  Fellowship Hall (Room B22) 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Contact:  Pastor Gehrke  

Saturday, April 2 

 5:30pm Traditional Worship 
  

Sunday, April 3 

 8:00am Traditional Worship 

 10:45am Blended Worship 

  

  

Saturday, April 9 

 5:30pm Traditional Worship 
  

Sunday, April 10 

 8:00am  Traditional Worship 

 10:45am Blended Worship with Praise Team 

  

  

Saturday, April 16 

 5:30pm Traditional Worship 
  

Sunday, April 17 

 8:00am Traditional Worship 

 10:45am Blended  Worship with Praise Team 

  

  

Saturday, April 23 

 5:30pm  Traditional Worship 
  

Sunday, April 24—Confirmation Sunday 

 8:00am  Traditional Worship 

 10:45am 9th Grade Confirmation and 

  Blended Worship with Praise Team 

  

  

Holy Communion will be offered as part of the 

worship services that are listed in bold colored italic 

print. 
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Easter Season Bible Series 
Starting March 30 

 
In uncertain times it's especially important to feed on the 
fact that Jesus has risen.  The early Christians expressed 
this in their first creed, brief and to the point, "Jesus is 
Lord."  His dying and rising assure that the Father has 
given Him gracious control over sin and death and this 
messed up world, and over our lives, too.  Forgiven in 
Christ, we have a rock-solid basis for trusting Him, and a 
clear purpose--to do our part in sharing His Gospel word. 
That's the thrust of the new Young-at-Heart Bible series 
titled, "Serving Christ, Our Risen Lord," based on 
Philippians.  Join us as we discover the many ways in 
which our living Lord blesses us and makes us a blessing to 
others.  Beginning March 30, we meet on Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. in the Lounge (1st floor near west entrance), 
led by Pastor Norb Streufert.   

 

Rock out at VBS Rock out at VBS   
                  this summer!this summer!  

Register now for VBS! 
 

At Cave Quest VBS, kids will learn how 
to follow Jesus, the light of the world! 
 
Register at: www.sstwbl.org  
       (click on Cave Quest) 
 
VBS Dates:  Monday, August 1 through Friday,  
       August 5, 2016 
 
Times:  9:00am to 12:00 noon 
 
Cost:  FREE   
 
Questions:  Call 651-429-4293 
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April 2016 at SST Preschool 

April 2016 

SST PRESCHOOL NEWS 

South Shore Trinity 
Preschool 

  

Upcoming Themes: 

  

Spring/ Baby Chicks 

  

During this theme, 
we will attempt to 

hatch chicken eggs in 
the classroom!  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Contact: Jolene  

Erickson Preschool 

Director at 

651.429.4293 or  

jolene@sstwbl.org 

Greetings from South Shore Trinity 
Preschool!  Registration continues to stay 
open as we prepare for the 2016-2017 
preschool year.  We have openings in our 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday class, our 
Tuesday/Thursday morning class, as well 
as our all day options.  If you are 
interested or would like more information 
about the preschool please contact Jolene 

Erickson with any questions you may have!   

  

During the month of March we covered 
Transportation, Ocean Animals, and 
Easter!  The preschoolers really enjoyed 
the unit on transportation.  We also visited 
the White Bear Lake Library during this 
theme.   The librarian read us some fun 
books about transportation, and the 
preschoolers enjoyed playing in the 
sailboat!  As you have probably noticed, 
the preschoolers are amazing artists!  As a 
class, we have enjoyed painting the 

preschool windows.     

 In  mid-March we covered the glorious 
season of EASTER.  This is a great 
opportunity to celebrate the life and 
resurrection of Jesus.  The Preschoolers 
focused on the reasons why we celebrate 
Easter and how we can share Jesus’ death 
and resurrection with others.  What an 
amazing example Jesus was to all of us as 
He walked on earth – living a sinless life 
and sharing love with everyone around 

Him! 

  

This April we will also focus on the new 
and exciting season of SPRING!  Perhaps 
we will begin to see some flowers & grass 
sprouting from the ground.  May God bless 
you this Spring.  As always, feel free to 
stop in and check out the fun activities we 

are doing in the Preschool room!  
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April 24 
10:45 a.m. 
service 

Confirmation News  

Confirmation Essay Reading—April 20—join us in the 

Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. as our Confirmands proclaim their 

faith and explain why they want to confirm it.   

 

Confirmation Pictures—April 20 —the ninth grade 

Confirmands will meet in the Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. for 

pictures.   

 

Confirmation Sunday—April 24—please join us for the 

10:45 a.m. worship service as our 9th grade students 

confirm their faith! 

 

 

2016-17 Tuition Assistance 
(application forms due April 30) 

 
SST has a policy to assist active family church members 
by supplementing a portion of their child's tuition fee at an 
LCMS elementary or high school (e.g. King of Kings or 
Concordia Academy).   
 
The Board of Education requests that at the beginning of 
each school year families with children attending one 
of these schools fill out the School Partnership Covenant 
and return it to the church office by April 30.  You can 
pick up copies in the church office or from the cabinet 
outside the church office.   
 
Contact Jolene Erickson with any questions,  
jolene@sstwbl.org or 651-278-6292.  

Book Nook News 
 
Visit the Book Nook for books to read 
for enjoyment and books to aid you in 
your devotions and your Bible studies.  
Book Nook has a wonderful Resource 
Room with shelves of Bible study 
helps—have you browsed that area of 
our Library recently?  See you soon! 
 
New books in the Book Nook: 
 
In the Bible Helps Section: 
Know the Bible Now—A Visual Overview 
By Edward A. Engelbrecht, Dawn Mirly Weinstock, Gail E. 
Pawlitz and Sarah J. Steiner 
 
The Big Book of New Testament Questions and Answers 
By Michael Eschelbach 
 
In the Fiction Section: 
Three books in the Precinct 11 series by Jerry B. Jenkins 
  The Brotherhood 
  The Betrayal 
  The Breakthrough 

First Communion 
 
Congratulations to the following youth who celebrated 
their First Communion on Maundy Thursday during the 
7:00 p.m. worship service. 
 

Ethan Eugene Engh Megan Joy Lisowy 

Brianca Marie Gratke Elijah George Martinez 
Freya Lynn Hesselbach Jacob Brian Martinez 

Olivia Suzanne Hines Kathryn Elizabeth Morgan 
Alexander Evan Johnston Grace Adeline Wiebe 

 

Men’s Choir Concert 
 
The Men's Choir has another opportunity to share the 
Gospel message in song beyond SST.  Crest View Lutheran 
Home has invited the choir to sing once again at their 
facility.  Last April the choir was there to help celebrate 
Edna Edd's 100th birthday.  Edna is a member of SST.  The 
men will be presenting a concert in the Chapel at 1:00 pm 
on Sunday, April 10.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  The 
address is:  4444 Reservoir Blvd NE, Columbia Heights, 
MN  55421. 

With much gratitude, we thank you, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ at South Shore Trinity, for your wonderful 
support as we endured the illness and eventual loss of our 
son, David, due to brain cancer.  Your care, concern, and 
prayers have helped to sustain us at such a difficult time. 
   Bill and Carol Niebergall 
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   Attention All Women & Men 
 

You are invited to join us:  
 

Tuesday:  April 5
th

 
Time: 6:30pm 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Our own Pastor Gehrke will be leading a Bible study 
and sharing his knowledge on “Women of the Bible” 
 
Please bring a friend and ask someone who doesn’t 
drive at night if you could give them a ride. 
 
Please join us.  
 
LWML Guild of SST  
 

So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
(IS 55:11 ESV)                                                  

   

Two Reminders: 
1) The St. Croix River Zone Rally at New Life Church in Hugo is in April.  See the bulletin board across from confirmation 

pictures for details. 
2) The May meeting is a Mother's Day Tea on Saturday, May 7, no Tuesday meeting.   
 
BOTH events are for all church members and their guests.  PRAISE THE LORD for Don and Nancy Benson who shared their 
time and talents to prepare the above announcement for the April meeting.  
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A MEASURE OF OUR LOVE 
 

Actual Income to General Fund in February 2016 ................ $ 51,876.62 

Actual Expenses in February 2016 ................................... $47,061.08 

Year-to-Date Actual Income (July 1—February 2016) ........... $486,308.58 

Year-to-Date Actual Expenses (July 1—February 2016)......... $401,185.06 

Year-to-Date Income less Expense .................................. $ 85,123.52 
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St. Paul Parks & Recreation Volunteer Opportunities 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands – Psalm 19:1 
 
As stewards of or earth, there is no reason we cannot have a little fun enjoying the great outdoors.  As we move towards 
spring and the summer months make a point to get outside and enjoy God’s creation.  
 
Our great State of Minnesota as natural wonders all over to explore.   
 
Here is a link to Explore outdoors in St Paul. 
 
 https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/natural-resources/environmental-education/explore- 
 outdoors-saint-paul 
 
St Paul Parks and Rec is hosting a city wide clean- up effort on April 23rd  
 
Seven meet-up sites hosted by various local organizations will be stationed throughout the city. Volunteers can drop by 
anytime between 9:00am – 11:30am to register and pick up their equipment and refreshments.  The sites and site hosts 
are as follows: 
 

 Harriet Island Regional Park–  Conservation Corps of Minnesota 

 Hamline Park – Friends of Hamline Park 

 Swede Hollow Park – Northern Tier Family of Companies 

 Como Dockside – Como Dockside, Right Track with Genesys Works, and Como Park High School Academy of Finance 

 Phalen Regional Park Picnic Pavilion –  Saint Paul Jaycees 

 Highland Picnic Pavilion – College Nannies & Tutors 

 Frogtown Farm & Park  – Frogtown Green 
 
Below is link to register for clean-up effort: 
 https://www.stpaul.gov/news/register-now-citywide-cleanup-april-23 
 
Another place to visit this summer and see God’s creatures is Como Zoo and Conservatory.  The zoo is open 365 days a 
year, and has free admission.   They have made several updates in past years and if you have not visited recently, you 
owe it to yourself to stop by.    
 
The Marjorie McNeely Conservatory occupies one full acre under glass, managing six indoor gardens and three outdoor 
gardens and annually manages 50,000 plants from 1,684 separate species.   The only place with more beautiful flowers is 
the grounds of South Shore Trinity Church.  (Thank you Garden committee!)  
 

However you enjoy the wonderful world God has created, make sure you take time just to simply get out and enjoy. 



HOW TO REACH US . . . 
 

South Shore Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
2480 South Shore Blvd. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-3807 
 

Phone: (651) 429-4293 
Fax:  (651) 653-3634 
E-mail:  sstrinity@q.com 
Pastor Gehrke:  pastor@sstwbl.org 
 

Dial-a-Devotion:  (651) 429-0078 
 

WE’RE ON THE WEB . . . 
     www.sstwbl.org 
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GOD’S VISION FOR US . . . 
 

South Shore Trinity will be a desired destination 

for our thriving community as we share rewarding 

fellowship, actively meet community needs, and 

are visibly involved with our neighbors. 

 

We will be a “magnet” for our guests who will want to 

return because they feel “at home,” welcomed and cared 

for beyond their expectations, through meaningful worship 

and fellowship experiences. 

 

Our members are involved in exciting opportunities for 

fellowship and Christian growth and are prayerful, 

passionate, and energized in their Christian faith and life 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

OUR STAFF . . . 
 

Rev. Bob Gehrke ................................ Senior Pastor 

Sally Ackerley ................................ Office Manager 

Karen Roberts ................................ Office Assistant 

Jolene Erickson .......................... Preschool Director 

Ruth Oczak ............................... Preschool Assistant 

Ron & Shirley Wenzel ....................... Custodial Team 

Jill Wiebe .................................. Music Coordinator 
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